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A COPY of all Papers and Despatches at the India House, on the Subject 
of Hostilities between the Chinese and British Subjects engaged in the 
Opium Trade, from 1830 to 1833, both Years inclusive. 



To Peter Aubery Esq., Secretary, &c., East India House. 

Sir, 

I AM directed by the President and Select Committee, to acquaint you that sine i 
the closing of their despatch to the Honourable Court in the factory depart- 
ment of yesterday's date, they have received from the Kenn-min-foo two edicts, 
in which it is stated that an aggression had been committed by the crews of the 
opium receiving ships in the Cum-sing-moon ancljorage, on the natives on shore, 
and that in the affray which took place a prisoner Imd been detained on board 
one of the ships. 

2. The President and Select Committee not relying on the entire authenticity 
of this statement, directed me to address Captain (»ran*, whose ship we know for 
certain was principally involved, requiring liim to furnish a full and particular 
account of ail that has occurred. 

3. I have t'le honour to enclose copies of the edicts referred to, and of m^' 
letter to Captain Grant (\os. 1 to 3). 

4. Without attaching any importance to the rumours which have reached 
Canton in reference to this affair, and in the absence of authentic information, it 
is right that I should place you in possession of the current report, exactly as it 
has reached the ears of the President and Select Committee. 

5. We are informed that a Chinese havinii; been seized for theft, and subse- 
quently confined and severely punished on board the ** Hercules,'' the Chinese 
in their turn captured three Lascars, who were guarding the wreck of the opium 
shi[) ** Samarang," which is drawn up on the beach at Cum-sing-moon. This 
heing observed hy persons on board the ships, boats were manned, armed, and 
sent on shore ; and after pursuing the Chinese to a village, where a desperate 
fight ensued, two of the Lascars were recaptured, tiie third being left in the 
hands of the Chinese. A despatch was then sent to Captain Grant, who was at 
Macao, and who is considered the head of the fleet at that anchorage, infonning 
him of what had occuned, and desiring his iiistruciions as to whether they were 
to make another etfort to rescue the Lascar. It is further stated that he ansv\cred 
in the afllirmative, whereupon another party, considerably lar^rer, left the ships iu 
numerous boats, displaying Hags of all nations, and armed with artillery, muskets, 
and cutlasses; upon approaching thi^ landinu-place, they unexpectedly found 
themselves commanded by a fort which, to frustrate their intention of landing, 
inmiediately opened a fire upon ihem from tv\o '>r three small guns, wiiich without 
doing any damage iiad tlic purposed eflcet. Upon the first cccasion it is said that 
a Mr. IJaylis was severely wounded by a Chinese, who was instantly cut down by 
one of the party. 

6. The t'Ao edicts which I have before referred to, and which accompany this 
letter, are the only communications which have hitherto been received l)y the 
President and Select Committee, and as far as they have been able to learn, no 
official report of this aff&ir has yet reached the higher authorities of Government 
at Canton. 

I have, &c. 
Canton, 22 October 1833. (si(.ned) /. //, Asicilj Secretary. 



Extract Canton* Factouy CoNSutTATio?4s, 20th October 1833, 

We have this day recci*^ed two edicts from the Kenn-min-foo, in which it is 
stated that an affray has taken place between the foreigners belonging to the 
shipping at Cum-sinir-moon and the natives on shore. 

We are at the same time informed by current report, that the ship alluded to 
!■> the '* Ileicules," Captam Grant, and that the (iiblurbaucc originated in a 

»:">0. K ' Chincst: 



6 PAPERS REUTINCJ TO 

Chinese having been seized for theft, and subser^jently confined and severely 
punished on board the •* Hercules." The Chinese, in their turn, a few day» siace, 
captured three Lascars, wlio were guarding the wreck of the opium receiving 
ship ** Samarang," which is drawn up on the beach at Cum-siog-oioon. Thif 
being observed by persons on board the ships, boats were armed and manned and 
sent on shore, nod after pursuing the Chinese to a village, wh^e a desperate 
figlit ensued, two of the Lascars were recaptured, the third being left in the 
liands of the Chinese. A despatch was sent then to Captain Grant at Macao, 
desiring his insiruciions as to whether they were to make another attempt to 
rescue the Lascar. On his replying in rho affirmative, a party, considerably 
larger than the fii*st, left the ship, displaying flags of all naiions, armed with 
artillery, muskets, and cutlasses. Upon approaching the landing-place, they 
unexpectedly found themselves commanded by a furt which, to frustrate their 
intention of landing, immediately opened a fire upon them from two or three 
.small guns, which, without doing any damage, had ihe purposed efiect. 

It is not our intention at present to take any notice of either of these edicts ; 
for, if the matter is likely to take a serious turn, we shall certainly hear further 
from the higher authorities in Canton. Without, therefore, considering either the 
rqurt which we have stated to be current in Canton, or that affirmed by the 
Kenn-min-foo, we shall require, as a preliminary step, from Captain (jfrant a 
full and particular account of all that has occurred. 

I, Hoo, Kenn-min-foo, &c. &c., issue an order for the institution of an inquiry 
concerning an affair reported to me on the 3d of the present month by the 
Heang-shan-hcen, who states that on the evening of tlic 2d he leceived informa- 
tion Irom a Wacao police runner, named Tang Yuen, to tiie etiect that about 
4 r. w. on the day previous thorcto, several foreigners had landed fror . ship 
anchored in the (.'um-sing-moon, and having entered the viiluge of Kee-00, tried 
to force the people to sell them provisions, and that on finding them resolved not 
to comply, they took occaficn to plunder them and carry off a bullock, the 
owner of whicij, by name Ko Ming Tsew, with his friend Hwang-a-Mang, pur- 
sued them, in hopes of recovering his property, upon which he himself was 
seized, whilst his frienl Hwanor, in endeavouring to rescue him, was wounded by 
one of the foreigners striking him with a musket, Tijc presumptuous act of 
seizing a native Chinese was resorted to on the trifling grounds of a dispute 
about bringing provisions, and manifests a most audacious spirit of defiance of 
the laws. 1 he Heang-shan-heen begs m i to condescend to inquire and find out 
the name of the foreign ship alluded to, and to call upon the chief of the nation 
to which she belongs to gi\e imperative orders for the instant release of Ko Ming 
Tsew% the man that wus snzed, mid restitution of the l)uilock that wus stolen and 
carried off; and furthermore to require the chief to ir ^^estigate and discover who 
the foreigner was that inflicted the wound with a musket, and place (him) the 
murderer in confinement. Siiould Hv,ang-a-Hcang recover of his wounds, the 
chief may then he permitted to set him free ; but in case the wound should 
prove mortal, the foreign murderer ni'ist he delivered up for trial. iSuch are the 
circumstances represented, and it is fit to act ihricupon in conformity with what 
is just and expedient. As this case refers to a quarrel between Chinese and 
foreigners, in which one has l)cen hv/xA and another wounded, it can by no 
means be looked upon --^s an afl'air of little consequence. I therefore lose no time 
in ordering the chief to take, a linguist with iiim, and repair*, without an instant's 
delay, to the Cum-sing-moon ; let them sift tiie case clearly, and ascertain who 
were the foreigners who landed at Kee-oo on the fir-t of the month, and com- 
mitted the outrages already detailed ; let them state to what nation the ship 
belongs, the name of the murderer, and so forth, and give instant o'-ders for the 
release of Ko and of his bullock, and the placing the murderer in confinement to 
await the result of his outrage. Having thus acted, let them immediately 
despatch a report to my oflfice, and in it let there be no disgui.se or concealment 
of truth, and no attempt at evasive excuses, which will only involve them in 
disagrccahk consequences. This must not be looked upon as a document of 
official form.- -Haste ! haste 1 — A special edict. 

'^«"" ^'^'^"^' ,'•■5 J'^*"']. Kith October i8r>. 
IVIoon, 4 day. J '' 
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Ii Hoo» Kenn^min-foo, &c. &c. issue my orders, and let them be f^tly attended 
to, I have already received a representation frono the Heang-shafi-heeti relative 
to the outrages perpetrated at the village of Kce-oo by a party of foreigners, 
who landed from a ship at anchor in Kum-sin<j-moon» I have since examined 
Hwang-a^^Mang, and found that the report of nis having been wounded wth a 
musket is perfecttv true. I have put all the circumstacces on record, and ordered 
a doctor to attend him. From this man I further learu, that on the 3d inst. the 
same party of foreigners again landed, and caused great confusion and alarm 
throughout the village, and that great difficulty is experienced in avoiding fresh 
disturbances. I have, on a former day, issued orders fo»* the instant release of Ko 
Ming Tsew, and the restitution of his bullock, and the confinement of the foreign 
murderer ; and now, with reference to this last most lawless proceeding, I lose no 
t!<^.c iii c*»llingupon the English chief to go directly to the Kum*sing-moon, and 
order away the ship referred to into the open sea, and most strictly to interdict any 
more landings, and consequent disturbances, which cannot fail of eventually lead- 
ing to serious involvement. Let him communicate the orders I now give, and let 
obedience be shown to them ; after which, let him report back to my office, and 
not look upon this as a mere matter of official form. Let there be no attempt to 
screen the truth, and make evasive replies. Haste ! haste ! — A special edict. 

TaoaK«a«g I3ycu..|^^j 
9 moon, 5 nay, ' * 



To Captain A. Grant, Master of the Ship " Hercules." 

Sir, 

1 AM directed by the President arul Select Committee to acquaint you, that 
they have received two communications from the Chinese governm'jnt, represent- 
ing I n affray, attended with bloodshed, to have occurred in the Cum-sing-moon 
between the foreigners from the Hercules, and other shipping connected with her 
at that anchorage, and the natives on shore, whereby the Chinese have been 
wounded, their property taken, and prisoners captured and detained on board 
the ship. 

I have received instructions from the President and Select Committee to require 
that you ^^ill immediately coramunicatc to them the particulars of this proceeding, 
and inform them whether any Chinese are detained on board the llercules, in 
order that they may t^ke such steps as may appear necessary on the occasion. 

I am, &c. 
(signed) /. If. Astelly Secretary. 
Canton, U) October 1833. 



Extract Factohv Letter from Caw^oH, dated \6 November 1833, 

88. SiJBSEQUKNT to ti)e closin;T of our last dcs[)atch, ue directed our Secretary 
to address a letter to Mr. Secretary Auber, for the purpose of acquainting your 
Honourable Court of an affray that had just taken place at Cum-sing-moon, 
between the crews of the opium ships and the natives on sDore : two edicts from 
the Chinese authorities and our Secretary*- letter to Captain Grant accompanied 
that despatch. 

89. Anxious to place your Hon arable Court in possession of every circumstance 
connected with this extraordinary proceeding, we propose to give a sketch of it in 
the following paragraphs. 

90. The subject was first brought to r notice in two edicts from the local pactory Cons., 
authorities, statin^^ that an affray had taken place at Cutn-sin^-moon, between 20 October, 
the foreigners belonpng to the shipping and the natives on shore, in which a 

Chinese had been taken and detained prisoner 01 board one of the ships. 

91. The report which reached us at the same time affirmed that the sljip 
alluded to was the " Hercules," Captain Grant, and that the disturbance originated 
ill a Cliincse havinjr been detained for theft, and severely punished on board the 
Horcules. The Chinese, in theik' turn, captured three Lascars, who *vcre guard- 
ing the wreck of the opium receiving ship Samarang, which is drawn up on the 
heeih at Cum-sing-moon. This being obstn^ed by persons on beard \\\^. ships, 
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boats were armed and manned, and sent on shore, and, after pursuing; the Chinese to 
a village, wljere a desperate tight ensued, two of the Lascars were recaptured, the 
third being left in their hands ; a reference was then nmde to Captain GraiU, at 
Macao, ^vliose instructions were, to make another attempt to rescue the Lascui*. 

c)2. Accordingly, a party very considerably larger than the first left the ships, 
disVlayius^ flags of all nations, armed with artillery, muskets, and cutlasses, U|K)n 
approaching the landing-place, they unexpectedly found themselves commanded 
by a fort, which, to frustrate their intentions of landing, opened a fire upon them 
Ironi one or two small guns, which, without doing any damage, had the desired 
eft; V. 

93. Such were the current reports, and your Honourable Court will hereafter 
pt'ictive that, far from being at all exaggerated, they under-rate the excesses 
uhich were committed. We arL credibly riformed, by an eye-witness, that the 
paity, on the fir«t landing, set fire .0 a village, which was seen to burn duringthe whole 
of one night, and the commission of this outrage rendered the natives infuriate in 
attacking and repelling the party from the Hercules. 

(>4, We did not consider it necessary to take any notice of the edicts referred 
10, being well aware that, sliould the matter take a serious turn, we should 
assuredly hear further from higher autliorities in Canton ; without, therefore, any 
reference to the report which was then current in Canton, or tliat affirmed by the 
Kenn-min-foo, we required from Captain Grant a full and particular account of all 
that had occurred 

0.5. On the 24th October we received a reply from Captain Grant, enclosing a 
narrative of events at Cum-sing-moon during the whole period in question. On 
the same day an edict from the viceroy on the subject uas delivered to the 
President. 

<)6. A reference to our Consultations will exhibit our detailed opinion on these 
documents, and your Honourable Court will perceive how very necessary it was 
that we should well consider every step we proposed to take in the business, in 
order to preserve consistency in our conduct and correspondence with the Chinese 
governnient. 

97. It has hitherto been our policy, as wxll as our interest, to profess non-inter- 
ference as to what f)asse.s uiihoui the Bogiie, with the quarrels and disturbances 
which arise between the cici\s uf the opium ships and tiie natives; but we fear the 
time has been gradually approaching, and has now arrived, when the system of 
non-interference has reared up a power, and encouraged a lawless and piratical 
mode of procedure, wliieli it is absolutely incumbent upon us to put down. 

y8. Vour Honourable Court, in perusing our Factory Consultations during the 
pa^t bummcr, will fuliy agree with us in opinions so frequently expressed in 
reference to this point, and many instances will be seen of the factious opposition 
that (ur authority has met with, and it is solely on account of this growing power, 
and independent spirit which prevailed, that we found it abboluieiy necessary to 
demand the licence of every Brilihh vcb^el, and to retain it in our possession until 
they were on the point of quitting China. 

99. Whatever course might have been pursued by our preilecessors in past 
years, had a ca>e like the present occurred, we cannot consider that we, the repre- 
tentatives of the East India Company, tne only recognized authority in China, 
with unlimited power over every Driiish vessel and subject In this empire, which 
power could only have been given to us to use at discretion, could (juietly hear of 
thet^e extraordinary proceedings, and take no cognizance of them. 

100. We humbly conceive, that as the guardians of the legal trade of the port, 
we should ill discharge the duty which we owe to the East India Company, werr 
we not to interpose our authority whenever the e^istcf.^ce of that trade becomes 
endangered, and with this impression on our minds, and condemning, as we tlo, 
the impolitic proceedings of Captain Grant throughout thn whole of this affair, 
even judging Jrom his own account, we have intimated t'» nim our view of the 
subject ; and, as will he seen on our Consultations, injmediately ordered him to 
quit the anchorage of Cum-sing-moon, and deliver up the Chinese whom he had 
50 unjustly detained. 

101. We also informed Captain Grant that we could not refrain from observing 
that, for some time past, he had rendered himself and the Herc^Vs notorious for 
acts of aggression and violence against the Chinese, whilst 1.^ c*. iHplaints had 
been made against any other of the opium ships ; and that we considered he had 
rendered the dup under his command amenable to the forfeiture of her licence, 

and 
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and himself to the forfeiture of his indentures, botli of which we should have 
unhesitatingly cancelled had he failed to obey our orders. 

102. A perusal of all the numerous documents in connexion with this subject, 
as recorded in our Consultations, will place your Honourable Court in possession 
of every circumstance, and we capaot viow it in any other light than, tt %t from 
t)eg}nning to the end, there has been p^^rsued by Captain Grant a series of unjus- 
tifiable acts, amounting wr mi^at almost say to pire.tical conduct, which render 
him altogether unworthy i'^the '^ommnd of <my British vessel. 

103. We cannot too s» ongly cindemi Captain Grant for entering upon an ill- 
digested plaL of stormiDf^ a town, whereby the assui^anls were defeated ; and it 
must never be fcrgotten that a victory, on the ptrt of the Chinese, over foreigners 
is ever renicmbered, auJ does an UiCalculaole injury to o\ir national character ; 
and it is to tha rash end intemperate conduct that must be attrtt)uted the death of 
the unfortunate seacunny which took place in the cffray. 

104. In opf reply to the viceroy, we wrote iii general terms, urging the incon- 
sistency of his applying to us on a subject relating to the illicit trade carried on 
outside ihe pore, without molestation on the part of the Government, and with 
which the Company have no connexion, and merely informing him of the report 
which had reached us from the Cum-sing-moon, which we submitted to him in 
comj^liance with his Excellency's wish. 

105. In the edicts from the Kenn-Min-Fow and viceroy, alluded to in paras. 90 
and 95> it is stated that one Chinese was severely wounded at the time of canning 
oflFthe prisoner to the Hercules, and we were informed at the time that there was 
little or no chance ui his recovery. 

106. We were, therefore, not surprised to hear a few days ago that the Chinese Factory Ct»iii. 
had died of his wounds, and edicts were instantly brought uo from the local man- November 4. ' 
durins, and from the viceroy, requiring the delivery of the murderer to suffer for 

his guilt. 

107. On the same day Howqua and Mowqua waited upon us, and endeavoured 
to persuade us to order up to Canton, to take their trial, all who were concerned 
in the disturbance at Cum-sing-moon, but upon our representing to them the 
risk of a further riot, which would attend the transmission of so great a number of 
men to Canton, without even the slightc&t chance of the individual who caused the 
death of the native being discovered, they ultimately abandoned this proposition. 
Throughout the interview we studiously adhered to our argument, that we could 
not be held responsible for what passed outside the river ; that if the viceroy 
allowed the continuance of the smuggling trade, it was the j)rovince of the local 
ofiicers of Government to enforce obedience to the laws of the empire. We 
rcumrked, that in accordance with the viceroy's wishes, we i»ad informed him of 
the facts as they had become known to us; and we added, that we believed other 
nations were implicated in the disturbance, uhicli made it impossible to fix the 
^\nh on any nation in particular. 

io8. We did not receive any reply to our last communication to the vicoroy Factory Con»., 
until the 13th instant, but it is couched in terms which wc think evince a disin- Nov. 13. 
clination to prosecute his demands to extremities. He is obliged to preserve his 
consistency by adhering to his desire to have the murderer delivered nj>; but, con- 
trary to the usual language on these matters, he proposes that they should be tried 
by foreign law at Macao. It may be remarked, that this very strongly cor- 
roborates the arguments that have been advanced, as to the propriety of esta- 
blishing a vice-admiralty, or other criminal jurisdiction in China, in cases of 
homicide. 

109. In voluntarily proposing this innovation, it is apparent tliat the viceroy 
considers it necessary to continue iiis correspondence, by asking satisfaction in 
a manner that he expects may give him an opportunity of eventually dropping the 
affair with credit, 

110. We have written a letter to the viceroy, which will be presented in a day 
or two, wherein we again urge the arguments which we have adopted throughout, 
and disavow ail responsibility on account of the opium vessels. 

111. Since drawing up our letter to the viceroy, alluded to in the foregoing 
paragraph, we have perceived by the Canton Register of the 14th, that the ** John 
Biggar'' sailed from Manilla on the 8th, and as her commander, Mr, Mackay, is 
particularly noticed in the viceroy's edict, we shall take the opportunity, as our 
htler has not yet been tranBlatcd, of acquainting him with this circumstance, in 

J."A>- ii J the 
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tlic liope tliut it may 1)0 the means ot* (iniwiii^' the business to an amicable ter- 
mination. 

1 '2. It is im[)Os«;ible, however, to say what turn this affair may take, but we 
are led to hope, from the temper and civihty which has marked the viceroy's 
communication'^, that should the correspondence be prolonj^ed, thi Honourable 
Company's trade may escape interruption. 

1 1;5. Your Honourable Court will observe in our Cons\dtations, th^ on the 7th 
instant the arrival of His Majesty's ship, " Mau^icienne/' at Ijiitin was announced 
by a letter from CaptJiin Fiumridge, who has since reached Canton. 
Factory Con5., II 4. When it was first reported that His Majesty's ship was expected to visit 

October 27. Cliina, the Pr^^sident took an opportunity of iu! press in<ij upon ilowqua and 

Mow(|ua the propriety ot" their pointintr out to the viceroy the expediency of the 
('liinose government abstaining from tliosc unfrientlly [)roclamations and mea- 
sures whirli ''i- y are constantly in the habit of resortinj^* to on the appearance of 
any of His Majesty's ships, which only tend to e\as[)crate the officers, and which 
a more courteous treatment would prevent. 

1 1.). It was also remarked that in the present state of atfairs, with rei^ard to 
the vioh^nt and oppressive acts of the opiutn shi[)s iii the <Jum-sinir-m(:on, it ap- 
peared to be the interest of the local government to conciliate rather than to 
irritate, the ofRcers of His Majesty's ships wl»o mii^ht vi^it the co;\st, wlio were on 
every account entitled to respect and attention from the Chinese government. 

ii(). The merchants were fully impressed with the importance of these sug- 
gestions, and we are happy to remark that thoy have huheno had the desiied 
effect, as no chop has been issued ordering the frigate away, nor lias a Comprador 
been withheld from attending her. Moreover, we are informed that Mowqua\s 
mandarin brother has been deputed to proceed to the Ijogue witii instructions 
from the viceroy to the admiral and the commander of tiie forts adjacent to 
Cliumpee not to interfere with her in any way. 
Funoiy Cons , 1 17. In reference to the object which has bnmght Captain Plumridi^e to China, 

1 i N<.\ui.!)Li. ),o iij^j; expressed a wi^^h to be made acquainted with the events which have 
transpired Lcre during the past seascm with regard to tiie opium ships and Mr. 
Innes^s violent conduct, and more jjarticularly relating to the warfare at Cum- 
sing- moon, now a subject of correspondence between us and the Chinese 
government. 

118. V\'e can have no possible objection to this refjuest; indeed we think i'c 
highly desirable that such atrocious conduct as our Consultations detail should 
be made known to his Excellency the Counnand<T-in-Chief. 

Wo have, &c. 
(signed) ^r. //. C. Ploxvden, 
J. F. Davis, 
7. A'. DauielL 



Factory Cons., 
11 Nov. »8j3. 



Extract Canton Factory Consultations, 24 October 1833. 

We have this mornin«» received the annexed edict from the viceroy, concerning 
the affray at Cum-sing-moon. It is reasonable and civil, much more so than we 
could have expecteii. 

I, Loo, Viceroy of the Two Kwangs, &c. &c., publish my orders to the Hong 
merchants in reference to a case that has l)een laid before (me) in a joint memorial 
from the Foot-seang and Sing, of the Heang-shan district. It is stated, that on 
the 1st of the present month some Englishmen landed, and entered the village 
of Ke-oo, and aftt'r forcing them to sell various articles, they carried off a villager 
named Ko Ming Tsevv, and fired a musket and wounded his fellow-labourer, 
Uwang-a-Mang, for interposing to save his friend. After this, the Heang-shan- 
heen, in compliance with a petition from the villager, examined the wounded man, 
ordered him medical assistance, and instituted a strict inquiry into the circum- 
stiuices of the case. At that moment public business called the Too-tseang to 
Canton, and when returning, he was met on the road by Eying-lung, one of the 
coast-guard againM; forei^^ners, from whom he received a personal report that far 
?ievcral days in succession the foreigners had manned upwards of ten boats, had 
invaded the village with a flic of muskets and guns, and that they had told him 
to his face, that if tin: people of the village did not behave as they wished they 

would 
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would pull down every ♦ cottrtiio in ihe place. Tlie statement goes on to say, that 
it is but lately that these ships Imve left their anchorage oil' Linlin, and come into 
the Kum-sing-moon, and the only reason that can be in>agined for tlieir auda- 
ciously presuming to make use of fire-arms, and wound men, and make prisoners 
of native Chinese, and for their expressing themselve*s in terms of ilisrespect and 
contempt is, that they are spying and entertaining schemes for setting down in 
those places. The officers (who made the rejwrt) have brought soldiers down to 
the village, where they are encamped for the repression of the foreigners, and, in 
the absence of a linguist, have sent a pilot to communicate to tlie foieigners their 
orders for tiie immediate release of Ko Ming Tsew, and the speody departure of 
the ships into the outer stream. If they should prove proud and refractory, it 
will then be right to adopt extreme measures for controlling and chastising them. 
This is the statement brought before me (the viceroy). On inquiry, 1 find tlmt the 
object which, from the first, brought foreigners to China, w?s the pursuit of 
conmierce and gain. How should they all at once presume to approach the 
interior parts of the country and take to firiri; upon and wounding tlie natives, 
and carrying oft' villagers as prisoners ; and, more than all, how should they have 
the audacity to give utterance to words of disrespect and contempt? Viewing 
the tenor of the report, I cannot but suspect that there have been mistakes made, 
owing to their not understanding each others language ; and I think there must 
be other causes than those reported wliich led to the disturbance. These must 
be carefully inquired into and sifted, that 1 may act accordingly and repress dis- 
order. I have observed foreigners to be generally respectful and complaisant in 
their language, and not given to break the rules of propriety. And, besides thi.s, 
tliey have now for a period of considerably more than lOO years experienced the 
compassionate care and deep benevolence of the Heavenly Dynasty. If tiie people 
of the villages abuse them, there are the proper officers of the district to whom 
they should represent it, instead of giving a loose to the ebullitions of passion 
and acting without reason. I have now deputed Le-tun-nee, supernumerary 
'] unpan, to repair instantly to the village of Ke-oo and make a diligent inquiry 
into the origin and causes of this fray. And 1 have commanded him, in union 
with the district officers already sent there, to discover clearly who is in the wrong, 
and who is in the right. If the blame be proved to rest with the villagers, the 
foreigners may send a representation to the chief, which being communicated 
through the Hong merchants, may be laid before n)y tribunal, and 1 will decide 
and act ^accordingly ; but they must not take upon themselves to land on the 
coast, and make use of fire-arms, and carry oft* prison^^.i. But should the blame 
be attached to the foreigners, it will be still more incumbent on them to avoid a 
repciition of such improper conduct. He is ordered to make an early report, 
upon which I may act and take measures for controlling and chasti^^ing the guilty. 
In my course I swerve not to the right nor to the left ; I have ordered the Hcang- 
shaw-heen and Hee to join in the inquiry ; and, further, issue these my orders to 
tiie Hong merchants for immediate communication to the chief, that he may send 
orilers to the foreign ship forthwith to set at liberty Ko Ming Tsew, the uKin who 
has been seized, and to deliver over the guilty foreigner who inflicted the musket 
wound into the hands of the mandarins for punishment, and let him order the 
said ship away to her own country. Let there be no refractory opposition shown. 
Haste, haste. These are my orders. 

Taon Kwang, 1 , r\ . i o 

13th Year, gth Moonrioth Day.) " ^''''^''' '»33. 



This evening the following letter, accompanied by a statement of events at 
Cum-sing-moon, was delivered at the Secretary's office; 

y. //. Astelly Esq., Secretary, &c. 
Sir, 
1 have to acknowledge the receipt of yours of the 19th, which only canje to 
hand in the evening ot the 22d instant, and although the bearer was desired to 
wait for a reply, he was not to be found on the following morning. 

The 
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The U4 cQinpauying copy of a despatch to Messrs* Jardiue, Matlieson 8c Co. 
contains a detail of every circumstance that has come to my knowledj^e regardinqj 
the late outraj»e coramiited by the Chinese of Kee-ou on part of the crew of the 
Hercules. The Select Committee will perceive from that document that the facts 
of the case are nearly the reverse of those stated by the Chinese government ; 
and that, far from being entitled to complain of their property beint^ seized and 
people wounded, ue have to seek justice on them for theft to a considerable 
amount, and, I very nmcli fear, for the murder of one of our seacunnies, who 
was taken by them and has not since been heard of, thoui^h repeatedly demanded. 

The Chinese, now on board the Hercules, was taken in the act of stealin;; 
copper and iron, and was, in the first instance, detained till some mode of gettin*» 
him punished by their own authorities could be devised, lie had been in custody 
about 18 hours only when one of our men was carried off, and he is now kept 
with the view of facilitating the recovery of our seacunny, if alive. 

I have, &' 

Canton, 24 October 1S33. (signed) ^. Grant 



To Messrs, Jardine, Malhtson ^ Co,, Canton. 

Gentlemen, 

IIavinq arrived at this place on the 17th instant, I have »iow to communicate 
to you the circumstances of an outrage committed, in my absence, by the Chinese 
inhabitants of Kec-ou (a piratical village four miles N.E. of this anchorage) on 
the crew of the ship Hercules, as well as of an attempt made by the boats of the 
vessels now here to rescue one of our sea-cunnies, who had fallen ii;to their hands ; 
and also to report to you the particulars of the correspondence I have had with 
the Chinese authorities *'egarding this affair since my return to the vessel. 

On the I2lh instant, a Chinaman was seized while stealing brass and iron from 
the wreck of the Samarang, near this anchorage ; we had a watch on shore look- 
ing after it, but he was first discovered by Bennet Bondhill, gunner of the Don 
Manuel, uho approached, and on his offering resistance secured him, and in spite 
of* the bribe of a dollar, offered for his release by some other Chinese who were 
present, conveyed him to this ship, when he was detained. 

At three o'clock in the morning of the 14th instant, I was roused by an officer 
of the ship, who had been despatched by the chief mate to Micao, witJi the 
following letter : — 

To Captain Grant. 
Dear Sir, 

This will be handed to you by Mr, Calder, whom I send down to explain to 
you what has taken place to-day. About an hour after you left, a gang of the 
old thieves came down, and carried away one of our tindals, who was watching 
the wreck of the old ship ; I went over with a gang of our men to rescue him, 
and in doing so lost a seacunny, who was taken prisoner by them. 1 am very 
anxious to get the seacunny back, which may be done by taking a good force ; 
and perhaps some of our stolen goods may be found also ; they are all deposited, 
I hear, in one place in the town, I am very anxious to rescue the man \ I am afraid 
they will ill-use him. Mr. Calder can give yon a statement of facts, in the way the 
whole took place, from first to last, as he was on shore with me. 

Yours, &c. 
13 October, 10 p. m. (signed) E, Parry. 

I replied to this verbally, by Mr. Calder, that I would go up to the ship at the 
turn of tide ; but as he, having oars in his boat, was likely to be there before me, 
I desired him to tell Mr. Parry to send or go round to all the ships in the fleet, 
and ask for volunteers to go on shore for the seacunny, taking care to explain the 
nature of the service I wished them to engage in. 

After thinking more deliberately of the matter, and the peculiar circumstances 
in which 1 am placed, I considered it to be prudent not to engage personally in 
this business until ii became absolutely necessary. It seemed to me that a shovf 
of force was all that was required for our purpose, and that we could in no other 
way save the life of the seacunny ; for even while he had shown no disposition to 
resent their outrage, they had beaten the tindul so dreadfully, that he thinks he 
uould have been killed but fur iho iutcrfcreucc of an old man in his favour* Ijut 

if 
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if it \^as necessary to interfere with force, it was equally so to send so great a one 
vlh v\ould be not only sufficient to effect the rescue of our man, but as would be 
likely, hy its apparent strength, to deter the people of the village from useless 
opposition, and induce them to give turn up quietly. 1 ^rust it will appear to you 
that, in fulfilling the duty of protecting our people from lawless violence, I was 
desirou5i of acting with the greatest caution and moderation, and that all our pro* 
ceedings should be, as they had hitherto been, purely in self defence, I accord- 
i';gly wrote the following letter to Mr. Parry : — 

My dear Sir, 

On reconsideration, I do not think that it is necessary for me to go up, and 
therefore dispatch this overland to state my wishes. 1 think there i** little 
doubt that the seacunny is ere this released, and back, all safe and sound ; should 
he not be so, collect all the boats you possibly can, Portuguese, Hamburg, 
Danish, &c., and land at the village, when you must insist upon the man being 
given up forthwith ; but be very cautious in not allowing any of the party to fire, 
so as to endanger life. You can, if necessary, (i, e. if they will not give up the 
man,) take some prisoners, and seize two or three of their boats, till sutisfaction i^ 
given. 

I suppose Captain Hector will have left before tliis reaches ; should he not, 
show it to him, that he may do the needful. If all is not settled at once, send uiu 
an express down, and I shall instantly go up. 



1 4 Oct 



Macao 1 ^'^"**^' ^^'• 

.1833/6 A.M.} (^»g"^^^^ A. Grant. 



On the morning of the 1.51I1, I received the following reply from the first 
officer : — 

To Captain A, Grant, 
Dear Sir, 

I have now received your letter, dated t) p.ivr. The seacunny is not yet j^iven 
up, although I sent a written notice, saying if he was not given up by six. o'clock 
this evening, I would use force to get him released. The bearer of our notice to 
the village returned, saying, they denied having the man, and threatened to kecj* 
him, the hearer ; bow far this is true we cannot say. 

Since 1 have your sanction for making a show of fight, I have seen Captain 
Hector, who will conduct the affair according to your wishes. I have been round 
the fleet myself; every ship here volunteers a boat's crew, and some two, as they 
can manage, \\\\\\ the exception of the Mangles, Capt. Cara, who arrived yester- 
day, and is very sickly. We shall leave to-morrow, in a l)ody of about 230 or 
250; and out of that number, about 100 Europeans, including utiiccr^ of the 
different ships. 

14 October. (*'S"^^> E. Parry. 

1 had calculated on the anival of my letter early enough to enable the boats to 
land that evening, the 14th ; and as much of the effect expected from the measure 
depended on its prompt execution, I wa.s disappointed to find, by the foregoing 
note from Mr. Parry, that it was (loforcd initil the next day, by which time it was 
to be feared the Chmese, foreseeing the result of their preceding conduct, might 
raise so large a force as would defeat its object. On the night of tlie i()th, I 
received the following communication irom Captain Hector: — 

My dear Grant, 

To comply with your wishes to rescue the seacunny in possession of tlie China- 
men, we assembled a large force, and pulled up to the village; as soon as we 
hove in sight they began to fire siiot. Captun Clayton and I pulled up in his 
gig with a flag of truce, to try and get the man by fair means; they paid no 
respect to the flag, but still kept firing shot, which falling around us, some of the 
boats, with the view of distracting the attention ofthoac firing, and preventing 
their taking a deliberate aim, returned the fire. 

This being contrary lo my wishes, 1 thought it prudent to return, and wait till 
you came up voin.i;cli to dncel tiic business, or sent a positive order for us to 

\^fi. *' c carry 
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carry the thing into executioni which we are all ready to do if you give U8 an 
order to that effect. My reason for not going to extremities to*day is, that it may 
be of serious consequence to the house, and think it necessary to have your orders 
before we go to extremities. 

(signed) /. Hector. 

P.S. — ril stop here with the Lady Hayes till I get your answer. 
Cum-sing-nioon, 15 Oct. 1833, 1 p.m. 

I replied immediately to this letter, but kept no copy of mine! approving of 
Captain Hector's forbearance in not landing the men under circumstances which 
must have been followed by much bloodshed. I requested him to refrain from' all 
further coercive measures, but to send a chop demanding (as Mr. Parry had pre 
viously done) the release of our se? unny, and offering in that case to ^ive up the 
thief, they promising that he should be justly punished. It is perhaps to be 
regretted that any of our boats returned the fire of the village, but I understand it 
was so heavy, though for the moment ill directed, that it was thought best to endea- 
vour to check it by a counter- fire. 

Early in the morning of the 17th I received the following from Capt. Hector: 

My dear Grant, 

I am very glad vie have got our pilot, and shall he off to*morrow morning. 
I was afraid that we should not get one at all in consequence of the row. The 
Chinese report here that there is one man killed and one badly wounded. I 
hope this is not true. They say they have referred the thing to Canton, I got a 
compradore to write a chit on shore to-day, to say that if they will give up our man 
we will give up theirs, and that it was not our intention to have fired on them 
yesterday had they not commenced firing at us first. I am afraid that our roan is 
killed, as they say that they have not got him or know anything of him. I shall 
now leave the business with Mr. Parry. 

if) Oct. 1833, 10 P.M. (signed) /. Hector, 

On receiving this note, I immediately proceedet to Cum-sing-moon, and 
deeming it satisfactory to obtain in the first instance a more detailed statement of 
the whole affair than is furnished by Captain Hector, I called on Capt. M*Kay, 
who has been at tiie ancliorage during the past month, and was with the boats on 
the t5th, to |)Ut on record everything that had come under his observation. I have 
accordingly been furnished with the circumstantial account, of which I annex a 
copy for your information : 

A Statement of the Circumstances which fell under my observation regarding 
the late Outrage of the Chinese on a part of the Crew of the Hercules, 

The ship Samarang, having been driven on shore on the island of Kee-ou 
in a gale of wind, and placed in such a situation as rendered it impossible to float 
her oft', it was dettnnined to break her up where she lay. In this situation the 
Chinese were robbing her every night. They had stolen anchors, spars, an iron 
forge, and a variety of articles, many of which were valuable ; even our clothes, 
when sent on shore, were stolen, and this in open day, No particular notice was 
taken of these depredations more than repeatedly cautioning them against the con- 
sequences which might ensue if they did not desist. 

One day a Chinaman was discovered by the boat's crew of a Portuiiuese ship 
stealing iron and copper ; they brought him off to the Hercules, where it was 
the intention of the oificer in command to detain him until the return of the 
captain, who at the time was at Macao. The captain uouki perhaps have sent 
him to Canton or Macao for punishment. Next day, however, (Sunday, 13th,) 
the Chinese seized one of the Hercules* men at the watering-place, when alone, 
and at some distance from his shipmates. 

About a couple of hours afterwards the chief officer of the Hercules was 
informed of the circumstance. He immediately landed with about 40 of his 
crew, made the best of his way to a walled town he knew to be on the island ; 
after some difficulty he found it, entered it, and had the man released. When 
returning they found a dense mob collected round the gate, prepared to dispute 
their passing out. The La.^cars formed themselves into a body, and made a rush ; 
the Chinese pave way, and the party passed on. Having however to cross 

a very 
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ft very broad iDuddy ditch by a narrow bridge, titey were here again pressed upon. 
W ounds were given and received^ and on pining the cpponite aide of the oitch 
they found a seacunny missing. He bad been last seen in the act of being 
dragged away by a number of Chinamen» who were beating and cutting bim with 
bamboos and piices. It being now dark, the oflScer in charge cf the party consi- 
dered it prudent to return to nis ship ; and when about half way to the beach, was 
met by a second party of about 30, coming up to his assistance. It was agreed» 
however, to return on board, ask the assistance of the whole fleet, land the fol- 
lowing morning at daylight, and release the fencunny by force, if necessary. 
When the patty got on board, they were dissuaded from* making a sec nd attempt 
until the captain of the Hercules was consulted. An express was imme- 
diately forwarded to Macao, to inform him of the circumstance. His reply was 
received on Monday evening, recommending our landing in force to insist on the 
release of the seacunny ; and, if necessary, to seize Chinamen, boats, or anything 
Me could lay hold of, as security for the man's safety, but not on any account to 
endanger life. 

Tuesday morning 18 boats, fium ships of five different nations, mustered 
alongside the Hercules, containing at least 250 men, of which altout 50 uere 
Europeans, all well armed. They proceeded in three divisions lor the town, 
distant from the ships about four milv,s, and situated at the bottom of a deep bay. 
As ttie boats approacliod, several large shot were fired from guns planted on the 
walls of the town. When the boats were within lon^^ musket shot ot the beach, 
they were drawn up in their stations, Tv^o gentlemen then advanced in a gig, 
with a flag of truce flying ; a multitude of people came down to resist the landing, 
and making very unfriendly demonstrations. At this moment a ^hover of rou'^l 
and grape sliot was fired upon us from the walls of the town, several shot frJ'tng 
near the boats. 

After considerable forbearance the fire was return* d from same of the boats. 
The gendeman under whose orders we had placed ourselves ordered all the boats 
to retire, that he Inmself might advance, and again try a flag of truce. The 
gentleman in command then finding that nothing could be done without landing, 
and that, in the present irritated slate of the feelings of uur whole party, such a 
proceeding must be attended with much bloodshed, he considered it most prudent 
to withdraw, which was done accordingly. 

It ought to be remarked, that these people are well known as a set of plun- 
derers and pirates, robbing small boats, and even at times defying the mardari'is ; 
at least, we were told so by the people in the neighbourhood. During the lime 
we were employed breaking up the >Samarang, a boat's crew was always kept on 
board of her as a guard ; and I iiave to note, that tven after the attack o\ the 
town made on Tuesday morning, the Chinese continued to plunder the old bhip. 

Cum-sing-moon, 1 (signed) IVilliain M'Kay. 

19 October 1833.J 

The morning after my arrival at Cum-sing-moop, 1 caused a Chine.c letter to 
be written to the mandarin of a war junk, which had arrived the preceding 
evening, and forwarded it by the chief officer, Mr. Parry, together with a letter 
written at my suggestion by the Chinese prisoner to his father at Kce-ou. Mr. 
Parry took an interpreter with l»im, for the purpose of explaining all the late 
outrages to the mandarin. The follow ing are copies of the letters, and of a repoit 
made 10 me by Mr. Parry, on his return, of his communication with ihr 
mandarin : — 

Translation of a letter sent to the Mandarin of the War Junk anchored off 
Kee-ow, respecting the Release of our Seacunny, datfd 18 October 1833. 

A Chinaman was caught in the act of stealing iron and copper from the Sa- 
m?^rang, brought on board the Hercules;, and put in irons until the arrival of tlu* 
captain. Next day a Lascar was seized on shore by Chinamen, and taken to the 
village; our people went to the village in search of the man, but wdc no sooner 
within range, than the inhabitants commenced firing shot. We have t(; request 
that you will inquire into the all'air ; and we promise, on the return of our man, 
to deliver up the thief to you lor punishment. 

Send an answer per bearer, and plea'^e to forward the accompanying ictler on 
shore to the village, and receive and forward to us their answer. 

156. c 2 
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M^:MORA^D^M of the Substance of a Letter written by the Prisoner to his 
Father and Partner, iSOctol 1833. 

Wjien un shore 1 was seized by the shipmen, and taken on board ship, my 
feet put in irons, and I was prevented moving about. Non*, you have caught one 
of the shipmen uhen taking water. The shipmen only intended keeping me 
until the captain came on board, but now they will not let me go until you release 
the sliipman. You mu<;t go and beg the headman to let the shipman.loose, and 
you bring him here. If they <lo nut release the shipman, I don't know what will 
become of nie. 

Written by Yuen. 
To Captain A. Grant, 
Sir, 

Having been sent by you this evening with a letter addressed by you to the 
mandarin commanding the war junk rt anchor oft' t^f village of Kee-ow, and also 
another letter to be delivered to the mandarin z. "Jr'^ssed by the prisoner, on 
board the Hercules, to his father, at Kee-ow, I, at yoi i* .» '^e, annex the following 
detail of the conversation I had with the mandarin on the occasion : 

IJeing alongside of the war junk, 1 rose from my seat to go up the side. 

Alatid,^ What do you want here? Stop, don't come up, 

E. Pany.] I have a letter to present. 

Mand.^ Very \\ell, give it. 

£. Pany,] I wish to present it myself; will you permit me to coine up ? 

MamL] Yes, certainly, now I understand you; come up. 

E, Parry. '] 1 went up, and was shown into a round-house aft, when the man 
daiin received my letter, and asked me to sit down; he was attended by four 
junior mandarins while he read the letter. 

MajuL] I will go on shore to-morrow, and get your man back in exchange for 
ours, if you will give him up to me. 

E, l^arry.] Your man was caught in the act of stealing copper and iron ; he is 
now on board our ship, victualled in tlie same way as our people ; no harm has 
been done to him ; he is merely confined in the usual way that thieves are ; that 
Utter is written by himself to his father. 

Mand,] Very well, Til see into it to-morrow ; probably I may not be able to 
get him olV early, but will get him to exchange with ours; the report is, that the 
man yor have did net *?teal the iron and the copper, it was given him in exchange 
for spirits. 

E. Parry.] You are misinibnned ; the man was caught stealing. We have a 
great number of men, and are al)Ie to take our man out by force, but we wi^h to 
i»e on peaceable terms, and not ill-UbC any ouc; it is entirely the fault of the men 
of this place. They took a Lascar of ours in the first instance, at the watering- 
])lace, bound him hands and feet, anil carried him over to this town, and beat him 
severely ail over his body ; when we liberated him they seized a seacunny, and 
when we came to look for the seacunny, the batteries fired on us from all direc- 
tions for a long lime; v\c then went in a small boat towards the shore, expecting 
to meet some one to speak lo, and in hopes of the man being given up civilly; 
they even then fired on that boat without provocation. They also, about two 
months ago, stole a nuad)er of articles from the ship on shore, to the value of 400 
or 5,00 dollars. We have passed over all that without making any complaint to 
V>u ; but now they hnvecomo down to steal our men, in the way I have described, 
jt cannot be home. 1 am well informed that all the former stolen property is de- 
j)Osited in this place. 

Maud.] A large mandarin is coming down to-morrow; do you send me, or 
him, a statement of all the things you have lost, or that have been stolen from 
yon. 

A\ Parry.'] They stole at different times two anchors, a forge, 20 spars, a large 
<;iiantity of plank and timber, sails, ropes, some copper and iron. 

Moid.] 'J'wo of thcKee-ow men are severely wounded in the thigh and breast. 
1 am (loul)lful of their living long ; but never mind that, you shall have the man back. 

One of his crew then said, ** Here is one of the Kee-ow boats coming;'' 
* n which the mandarin said to me, ** Stop u little ; we may hear some news.'* 
V\ Inn the men came alongside, the mandarin. asked, What is he, and what does 
he want: They replied he had merely brought off firewood ; he then ordered him 
i>\\ hoard, Ai: old man came up and prostrated himself, knocking head, and the 

mandarin 
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mandarin addressed him, saying, "There is no occafiion ; never mind ihal ; what do 
you know about the foreign 8hip*man you have on shore f" A, lie is not on bhore 
at our place.— Q. Are you sure of that? A, Yes. — Q. But you have had hint 
at your place? A, Yes* we let him go after the first night ; he was let out of the 
town ; ue do not know where ; he went before tliey came into this bay witli iheir 
boats. — Q. How did the first skirmish take place? A. We fought against each 
other ; this man (pointing to the interpreter) knows well ; he was present. The 
mandarin then gave him tne letter to the prisoner's father, saying, ** Take this on 
shore, quick, and bring an answer/* Tae mandarin then said to me, **This is not 
an usual plac to lay long; I would rather you would go to Lintin, as the 
icl.ansuk is v< .y angry.'* 

E. Parry, We shall be g<"»ing a\%ay soon. After taking a cup of tea, I got up, 
took my leave, and he attended me to the ;^angway. 

I have, &c. 
On board the ship Hercules, 1 (signed) A\ Parry. 

Cum-sing-moon, 1 8 October 1 833 J 

19 October. The Rev. Mr. Gutzlaff having arrived on board the Hercules, 
Mcnt to-day, at my request, to the mandarin, for the purpose of claiming the 
performance of his promise, made yesterday, to restore the seacunny. He fur- 
nished the following note of the dialogue between himself and the mandarin, 
which Mr. Ciutzlafi commenced by requesting a copy of the letter 1 had sent to 
the mandarin yesterday, and which he feared my Chinese writer had not ex- 
pressed faithfully. 

Question by Mr. Gutzlaff, Will you favour us \\ ith a copy of the letter we sent 
you yesterday? 

Answer, I sent it up to my superiors ; (after some hesitation) 1 have no 
(opy. 

Mi^. G, We are come here to get our man, whom you promis^-d to liberate 
to day. 

Maud, I did promise it,- but the liberation of the man does not depend from 
VM\ but fiom my superiors. 

Mr. G, This you knew yesterday as well as to-day, and therefore you have told 
us a lie. 

Mand, Very true ; you are an honest man ; I told you a lie ; however, it 
jiierary mandarin has taken upon himself the manag^ement of this affair, and told 
lis that we military officers hud no right to exercise any authority in a district 
under his jurisdiction. 

Mr. G. According to the la\\s of the Middle Kingdom, mi.! '^ ^''-^lers arc 
^t'^l to put down vagabonds and pirates ; such are the inliabitants < u >ow, and 
iherefore jou are entitled by your rank and station you hold in the imp,;i.al navy 
to insist upon the restoration of this man. 

Maud, Very right, but I must first receive orders iVorn my i^uperiors, and 
1 shall act accordingly. 

¥r. G, Did you not know this yesterday r 

Mavd. "^ cs, but I told you u lie; but to-morrow, or the day after to-morrow, 
the general ofliicer will arrive, and the man \\ill certainly be restored to you. 
licsifles, tlie man is not to be found, and 1 was told he \\as already liberated. 

Mr. G, Yesterdav you broke your faith; how are we to believe ]your wonis 
to-day r No evasions! The ma»i must be immediately restored. 

Mofid. 1 cannot restore hitn. 

Mr. G, Please to ♦vrite this down ; if you cannot restore him, wo must our- 
selves take i.ieasuies to liberate him. All ye soldiers lisleu to my words (addrcb.-- 
ing the hyestanders) ; it' any injury is done to any num whilst we atlem|it to 
rescue our seacunny, this nnindariu will be responsible. (Suddenly rose, and 
walked ofl.) Mandi^rin requested to stop. — Amucr, No parley; we only wi^li 
you to liberate our man ; this you refuse ; we have nothin;^ more to talk upon. 

On Saturday morning the lyth instant, 1 sent Lew, a ruhkeen'man, on shore, 
in order to gain some information respecting our man ; I then addressed the 
following note to the naval officer: 

** A re.-}>ectful communication. According to what was said yesterday, the 
military (»fliceri- of your honourable station ha\e not the power to order vagabonds 
to return the loreigner; but, on the contrary, permit the pirates of Kegaon to ill- 

ii(J. c 3 Ufce 
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use and oppress foreigners ; such a way of treating matters sliglitly has brought 
us into a great dilemma, and we will surely be obliged to redress the w? igs, enci 
take revenge ourselves. 

Theret1[)re, will you respectfully inform the military officers <f the said distiiti, 
that if they do not hasten to liberate our man, we ourselves will exert our utujost 
power and endeavour to set the said man at liberty. You, Sir, will be responsible 
for the people's lives. We request now the favour of an answer ; if not sent, we 
will consider the matter as finished, and know means to manage the alfuir. 

This is plain. October 19th. 

About eight this morning, the coth instant, our spy returned, and reported that 
two Cliinamen had been wounded in the thigli, and a third in the body ; the latter 
was dan»rerously ill, and uould, peruaps, die; that, in retaliation, the Chinese had 
stabbed one man in the chest, and then driven him away. Sent llie spy back again 
for further intelligence. 

On his return, about mid-day, he informed me that, on attempting to enter the 
villat^e in 01 tier to ine^uire after our seacunny, he found it was surrounded by 
soldiers; he feared falling into their hands; l)ut he heard, in conversation with 
several people, that our man was killed, and that the wounded Chinese were not 
dangerously ili. 

Some Macao men, sent by the native authorities, came on board about noon to 
make a list of all the things stolen from us. I gave them a li^t, which immediately 
they wrote down in Cliincse, and piomised that the property sliould be rcistored. 
In re|)ly to an inquiry about our man, they said, *' We have received no orders 
upon that subject, nor do wc know what has become of liim. We are Macao 
pilots, and know nothing about the affair." I requested them to ask that an in- 
telligent manilarin might he sent, with whom we could communicate freely ; they 
promised to urge the request, and informed us that the admiral and a principal 
magistrate had arrived in the \iilage to examine into the afi'air, in order that jus- 
tice might be done to us. I again insisted upon having our man sent back, and 
told tliem that, comparatively with that object, we were indifferent about the 
things that had been stolen from us. 

Desiring them to come speedily back, they left the ship in haste. 

We then examined the Chinese whom we have in custody. At first, he refused 
to answer; then reprobates the idea of having stolen anything; confessed that he 
had exchanged some fish and fowls for the iron which was iound upon him; at 
last he said that he aid take some wood from the wreck, but did not steal it ; that 
he also took some iron out of the wood, but he did not steal the iron. 

Mr. Parry, who was sent by me to tiie mandarin boats with the letter written 
last night, returned at thiee P. m. without having delivered it, and gives the fol- 
lowing statement of his proceedings : 

When we were within about a mile of the two mandarin junks and a large 
mandarin oared boat, they weighed, and made sail, working to windsvard ; wc 
kept on towards one of the junks; when w:» came widiin hail, or nearly alontiridc, 
the crew on board the junk spoke to me and said, we must not come alongside, on 
accoupt of the mandarin being on shore. I said, we had a letter to deliver; 
they answered, they could not receive it. We pulled up nearer, and asked them to 
receive the letter, and keep it until the mandarin came off'; lliey answered, " No, 
no, we cannot receive the letter nor suffer you to come alongside, it being quite 
against our orders ; do you take the letter on shore to Kcc-ou, or you may, on your 
way, call on board the junk there, where you will likely find tiie mandarin with 
others who came in here this morning; do you go on shore without fear; don't 
be afraid." 1 again asked them to receive the letter, and they replied in ncarlv the 
same terms. We then |)ulled towards the shore, and went alongside a kindof a 
chop boat, which appeared to be full of men, and had a large " iiie flag flying, wah 
red characters on it j they called out, *' Don*t come up ; whati > y ji, want V' i - > 
plied, ** I have a letter for the mandarin ; is there a mandarin in yuui* ooat r" Tlu^ 
answered, ** Yes, here is one.*' On this, one of the men received the letter, and in a 
few minutes brought it Ijack, saying, they could not open it, and advised me t* 
take it on shore, or to a junk that laid close into the town. We then left them, and 
pulled towards the junks at Kee-ou, with the intention of going alongside, but our 
boat grounded about a mile from the junk, which was lying iWy j and, being un- 
able to advance, we returned to the ship. 

(signed) jG. Party. 
1 expect 
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I expect we shall have some further communication with the mandarins to- 
morrow, but intiie meaiUime dispatcli tins detail of transactions, in which you are 
so deeply interested. 

I remain, &c. 
(signed) A, Grant, 

(True copy.) 

(signed) A, Grant. 



Messrs. Jar dine, Atatheson ^ Co, 
Gentlemen, 

In continuation of my letter of the 20th instant, I now resume tlie relation of 
our proceedings on board the Hercules. 

October 21st, at 1 1 v. m., prepared a :'opy of t!ie communication which was 
sent yesterday, though not delivered, and is now to be forwarded by Messrs. Gutz- 
laff and Parry, with the following; letter : 

The letter enclosed was sent yesterday to your mandarins ; two of tliem refused 
to receive or open it ; and even your messengers, the pilots, to carry it. We 
consider this uncivilized conduct to be an aggravation of our injuries. VVe expect 
you to send our man back immediately ; if you will not or cannot do this, we must 
pursue a diflferent mode of getting redress. We do not approve of your sending 
such persons to us as the pilots, v\hose communications you may disavow ; and, as 
it is likely that all this business will in the end become known to every one, we 
would wish you to communicate with us, as we do with you, by letter. 

At three p. m. our party returned, and Mr. Gutzlaft' handed me the following 
statement of their proceedings. 

A messenger sent overland from the pilot boat had preceded us ; and when we 
landed at the village, we were requested to wait till an order from the then com- 
manding mandarin arrived ; soldiers, with red jackets and while borders, drawn 
up in two rows, armed with matchlocks, spears, and pitchiorks, perhaps 300 or 
400 in number, through whum we had to pass to the temple, where the principal 
literary mandarin of Heengshan and the lleep Tae, commander of the military 
forces, were seated. 

QuestiotK What is your business ? Are you a mandarin, or have you any business 
wliich entitles you to rank ? 

AmwiT, I come as your friend, anxious to settle the matter amicably ; am no 
merchant. 

Q, What are you ? 

A, There is no time for vain talk ; my simple message is lo have the man, whom 
these ruffians took by force, back. 

Literary Mandarin, This island is under my jurisdiction ; I am sent here to 
investigate the matter, but I know nothing about him ; he was very drunk, and 
courageous by force of liquor. 

A, If you are sent here to investigate the matter, yon must surely know what 
has become of him. We want our man, and the business will be finished. 

Military Mandarin* We really no not know what has become of hin», 

A* If that is the case, we want a written declaration in order to prosecute the 
case at Canton ; we are informed by good authority that the people of Kee-ow 
stabbed him ; this being the case, we wish for your official explanation upon this 
subject. 

Mil, Mand. This may be the case, but I am ignorant of it ; but you have as- 
saulted the village, and killed and wounded ; one man has died in consequence of 
the wounds received ; how can you ask f^yr justice? 

A, That one man has died in consequence of wounds is a lie. 

Mil, Mand, I am an honest man and do not talk lies. 

A, You njay have been misinformed, since the people about you are liars ; but 
no man has died in consequence of wounds. 

Mil, Mand, This may be the case, but we have no power to deliver up to you 
the man ; we expect by and by the superior mandarin ; he will perhaps make 
some researches, 

Q. I ask you again, can you deliver our man or not? Answer me directly. 

A, W'^ cannot ; this does not de[)end upon us. 

Rfjily, Then you are not the proper authority to whom we can apply in order 
»5t». c 4 to 
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to luive justice done unto us, and u) j^ot our man bark, or to receive :»n ollicial 
|)aper, stating that he has been kilie<i ; we are duret'ore obli»^c(l to refer to the 
'Jaiiton |:>overnnieut for redress, since you cannot irive it, nor furnish us (though 
you are sent on purpose) with a document relative to the case. 

Arose, madeabo\\, and went away. The soldiers had left tlieir posts, and were 
stragglini^ about ; the inhabitants of the village had withdrawn ; we had seen 
some militia, armed with pitchforks and spears, dispersed quietly. Piiot sent after 
us in great agitation, inquiring whether we would push the matter, and prosecute 
the parties concerned ? 

A, Had nothing to do with him, but with the authorities, who i/ere sent here 
on purpose. 

Pilot told us before that the mandarins would not touch the inhabitants, because 
they ^^ore too j)Oor ; retracted the above-mentioned assertion of the punishment 
inflicted : thought it a bad business ; wanted to be exempted from having any- 
thing to do will) it, and, requested our interference to that purpose. Saw that he 
was forced to come on board ; returned on board. Guns fired from the city when 
our boats were coming away. 

October 2 2(1, 1S33. 

In the morning, sent our spy Lew on shore to gain information; he returned 
about noon, and saitl that he had spoken with several of the villagers; they told 
iiim that tlic inhabitants, after having been attacked by your boats, had sent a 
mf.^ssage to the mandarins at Heang-shan, requesting tliem to garrison the island, 
lest the Inirbarians take possession of it. In consequence of this request, the 
military force had arrived ; but having ascertained that the barbarians were nut 
prompted by a desire of conquest, but were onl}^ quarrelling about a man, whom 
they had lost on the island, they determined to leave the place, scolding the 
natives for havino: told them a lie, and occasioned useless trouble. The lit<=*rarv 
mandarin, therefore, departed, and the Heep Tae is merely waiting for the tide in 
order to return to his station. Nobody has been punished, nor has anybody been 
examined before the magistrate. The three wounded men arc out of danger, and 
almost recovered. Reiiardintr our own man, the natives maintained a mournful 
silence ; they asserted that he was stabbed, but would not enter into any parti- 
culars. The head num of the villai»e had prohibited tl '; natives, under the most 
severe penalty, from mentioning the particulars of the poor man's death; however, 
they all admitted that he had been stabbed ; could learn nothing about the way 
in which he had been buried, but only learned that the mandarins had not shown 
the least inclination to investigate the matter, and that therefore the whole affair 
remained in the dark. 

Yesterday, we were told that the sole object of the mandarins in coming hither 
was to investigate the matter to the bottom ; to-day wfi hear, and from more Vcira- 
cious sources, that they are come to defend the island against barbarians. We 
were told by the mandarins tirat 24 people had been punished yesterday, and are 
to-day informed upon good authority that the mandarins had even not entered 
upon an examination ; we were told that justice should be done unto us, whilst 
the mandarins in reality consider the whole matter as a mere squabble, unworthy 
of their notice. 

Again examined Lew about our man ; said that he could only thus far learn 
that the villagers were prohibited from divulging the matter, for fear that we might 
retaliate upon the man we keep in iions, as soon as we learned the particulars of 
the nuirder, and felt ourselves justified in revenging the death of our sailor. 

Three o'clock. Sent our man again on shore. Reported that he had spoken to 
five villagers, who said that the man had been killed by some vagabonds; but 
they knew nothing about the way in which he had been killed, nor would they 
give any information ; were earnestly desired to state the fact, but obstin^.tely re- 
lused, on the plea of ignorance of the whole affair, 

Hercules, 22 October 1^33. (signed) A. CirauL 

(A true eopy.) 

(signed) A, Grant. 
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Extract Canton Factoky ('onsultation, 25 October 1S33. 

Consultation, full Committee. 

The conimittee assembled to take into consideration the steps to be pursued on 
the subject of the edict from tbe Viceroy and the despatch from Captain Grant. 

We have now sufficient matter before us to enable us to form a correct judgment 
as to the line of conduct which it is incumbent upon us to pursue in this aftair. 
We are fully impressed how cautious we must be, lest by admissions on our part 
ve become involved with the Government in matters connected with the opium 
ships. It has hitherto been our policy, as well as our interest, to profess our- 
selves ignorant of all that pa^- :\j without the Bogue, and not to interfere with 
quarrels and disturbances whicl; a.^se between these vessels and the natives ; but 
we fear the time has been gra:!ually approaching, and has now arrived, when this 
system of non-interference h: :- soared up a power and encouraged a lawless and 
piratical mode of procedure, which it is absolutely incumbent upon U5 to put 
down. 

Could we be justified in allowing an authority such as we possess, supported by 
specific Acts of the Legislature as well as by reason and justice, to be rendered in- 
operative and worse than useless, \\hich assuredly it is, if we, the representatives 
of tuu ^^51st India Company, the only recognized authority in China, (quietly he..r 
of these j.'oceedings and take no cognizance thereof, it is impossible to say to 
what extent these acts may not be carried, or whether the very existence of the 
legal trade may not be en ^angered by them. Even supposing that in this 
instance the Chinese were a!iogether in the wrong (which does not at all appear 
from Capt. Grant's statements, added to wh'oh otlier accounts have privately, and 
on good authority, reached us, which greatly aggravate the case), it was highly 
impolitic to enter into an ill-digested plan \ot storming a village, whereby the 
assailants were defeated, 'c»ncl the real incapacity of the opium vessels as warlike 
instruments too clearly evinc< - ; and let it not be forgotten that a victory on the 
part of the Chinese over foreigners is ever remembered, and does incalculable 
injury to our national character. It is to this rash and intenjperate conduct that 
must be attributed the death of the unfortunate seacunny. With what degree of 
justice, either, is the Chinese dciained as a prisoner on board the Hercules? It 
is not likely that his detention will be productive of any good effect. If the 
Chinese authorities proceed further into the business, it will be because a seu- 
cunny has lost his life, and, as is their general custom, would willingly execute 
the murderers, as those are denominated who kill others in an affray, without being 
able, or caring, to ascertain who were the aggressors. 

After a most mature consideration of all that has come before us in this matter, 
we most reluctantly arrive at the conclusir n that there has been pursued by 
Captain Grant a series of unjustifiable acts, amounting, we might almost say, to 
piratical conduct, which render him altogetler unworthy of the command of any 
British vessel. We shall therefore inform him, that we consider him amenable to 
the foi'feiture of his indenture, and the ship of her licence. We shall desire him 
immediately to release the Chinese he has imprisoned, and to remove the 
Hercules from the Cum-sing-nioon anchorage j aid however rciuctandy we may 
consider it our duty to deprive him of his licence, we are resolved to do so if our 
orders are not most strictly cc .plied with. The following letter is addressed by 
our secretary to Capt. Grant. 

In our reply to the Viceroy, we write in general terms, urging the inconsistency 
of his applying to us on a subject relating to the illicit trade carried on outside the 

})ort without molestation on the part of Government, and with which the Company 
laveno connexion, and merely informing him of the report which has reached us 
from the Cum-sing-moon, which we submit to him in compliance with his Excel- 
lency's wish. We annex a copy of our address to the Viceroy, which will be sent 
as soon as translated ; it bears this day's date, and >»e shall present it to the 
merchants at the same time as Ave forward our letter to Captain Grant. 

Captain Grants Master of the Ship Hercules, 
Sir, 
1 am directed bv the President and Select Committee to inform you, thai they 
have carefully perused the statement received from you of the recent occurrences 
i:»6. D in 
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ill the Cam-sing-moon ; and altliough your account (lifters very widely from that 
uf tlie Cliinese Government, it appears by the statement from the Hercules that 
the a^gresbiouon<^inatcd with that ship, and not with the Chinese. A native was 
seized on shore at Kee-ow, under an accusation of stealing nails from a hulk, and 
was carried on board the Hercules, where he was put in irons and kept prisoner. 
After the lapse of some time, the Chinese, in retaliation, seized a Lascar who was 
watching- tlie Imlk on shore. Mr. Parry, a mate of the Hercules, proceeded to a 
village with an armed party, and obtained the liberation of the Lascar, but in a 
severe conflict which ensued with the Chinese, a seacunny was seen by the party 
to be badly wounded or killed, while they were being \iriven back to their boats 
by ilie natives. 

2. On a subsec^uent day you issued ordeis that a stronger party, which consisted 
of 18 boats, and 250 men armed, should again proceed to the village to rescue, as 
it is stated, the seacunny, although you abstained from appearing personally. 
Tliis party could not eft'ect a landing, from the fire which was kept up on them by 
the Chinese, but after shots had been exchanged, by which three Chinese were 
wounded, one of them dangerously, thought it prudent to retire. During the 
whole of these proceedings tlie Chinese accused of theft was detained prisoner in 
irons on board the Hercules. 

3. The President and Select Committee cannot refrain from observing, that 
for some time past you have rendered yourself and the Hercules notorious for 
acts of aggression and violence, while no complaint has appeared against any 
other ship connected with the opium triide. It is the more reprehensible on your 
part from the fact of your assuming the command over vessels consigned to your 
owners, Messrs. Jardine, Matheson & Co., and others connected with them in 
the Cum-sing-moon, and issuing orders for assistance in attacks on the natives, 
consequent u|)on the course of aggressive conduct which you have commenced, 
but in which you have been efiectually opposed by the Chinese, and by which the 
death of a seacunny has unfortunately taken place. The whole course of your 
proceedings regarding the Samarang can only be viewed as a provocation to the 
Chinese, by which you appear to have been brought into collision with them, 
inducing acts of open hostility and bloodshed. 

4. Such acts of aggression and violence render the Hercules ^^nder your com- 
mand amenable to the forfeiture of the licence under w^hich that jhip remains in 
China, and yourself amenable to the forfeiture of your indentures. All other ships 
under the English flag which assisted in the above attacks have likewise become 
subject to similar consequences. 

5. The President and Select Committee cannot refrain from condemning the 
language reported in your statement to have been made use of by Mr, Gutzlaff in 
his interviews with the mandarins ; it could tend to no possible end but angry 
excitement and hostility, and, under the circumstances of the case, the threats 
made use of, and accusations of murder and piracy against the Chinese, appear 
altogether misplaced. 

6. You are hereby directed instantly to release the native so long detained 
prisoner on board the Hercules on an accusation of theft, he being entirely inno- 
cent of any participation in these affrays ; and you are further commanded imme- 
diately to remove the Hercules from her anchorage in tlie Cum-sing-moon. 

I am, &c. 
Canton, 27 October 1833. (signed) /. //. Astell, Secretary. 



To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We have the honour to reply to your Excellency's address of 13th y. 9th m. 
loth d. ('22i October). 

Your Excellency is doubtless aware that we arc in no way connected with the 
operations of the opium ships carrying on their trade in Lintin and its vicinity, 
w ithout molestation or interference on the part of the officers of the Canton 
Government, who alone are the proper authorities to put in force the laws of the 
Chinese Empire. 

AVc have received a report from the Cum-sing-moon, the particulars of whicli 
differ widely from tiie statement reported to your Excellency. A Chinese stealing 
copper and iron fiom a stranded vessel, was seized, and imprisoned on board a 
.^hip; the Chinese at Kee-ow retaliated by seizing a Lascar sailor. A party pro- 
ceeded 
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cecded on slioic to rescue the Lascar, an aftVay ensued, in which a foreign sailor 
was severely wounded, or killed, by a Chinese, and has not yet l)een heard of 
since. No doubt your ExceUei^cy has instituted an infjuiry to restore the suilor 
if he be living, or to ascertain the moUe of his death, and inflict punishment on 
the guilty. This is the report, which we, in ccnrtpliance with your Excellency's 
wish, now submit to you. 

(signed) By the President f'>r the ConuiMttee. 
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I\ addition to our letter throuGjh our secretary to Captain Grant, we desire all 
the other ships may be ordered to quit ihe Cum-sing-moon, and accordingly 
address the following to the .ame purport to all that are at anchor there. 

To Captain M'Kay, master of the ship John BiL^gen. 

— Thomas, — Colonel Yotn::. 

— Carr, — Mangles. 

— Wenstone, — Falcon. 
Sir, 

In consequenct o^the late diirturbances which lutve occurred at the Cum-sinir- 
moon, I am directed l)y Iho President and Select Committee to convey to you 
their orders immediately on the reccint of this to remove the ship under your 
command from that anchorage. 

I nm, &c. 

Canton, 28 October 1833. (^igi^ed) 7. //. Astell, Secretary. 

An opportunity occurring of writing to *^he Governor-General, per Sylph, 
which vessels licence we have just returned, we avail ourselves of the same, and 
direct our secretary to address the following letter to Mr. Secretary Bushb}^ 
enclosing all the papers and correspondence which has transpired on the subject 
of the disturbance at Cum-sing-ir.oon. 

G. A. Bushbt/y Esq., Officiating Secretary *o Government, Fort William. 

Sir, 
I am directed by the President and Select Committee to acknowlcJue the 
receipt of your letter to Mr. Secretary Lindsay, dated the 5th August, on the 
subject of their withholding for a time the licence of the barque Sylph, and to 
express to you the satisfaction that they derive in the assurance of the support of 
tlie Right Honourable the Governor-General in Council in upholding their autho- 
rity over ships and persons resorting to China. 

2. The President and Select Committee are anxious to receive the decision of 
llie Advocate-general in Bengal on the legal question submitted to him on the 
liabilities of commanders who discharge British seamen from their vessels who 
liad been shipped in this country. They are happy to observe that during tlie 
present voyage of the Sylph, now on her return to Calcutta, they have had no 
irregularities to complain of. 

3. With Mr. Secretary Lindsay's last letter to you, of the -jSth of August, were 
forwarded, for the information of the Right Honourable the Governor-General in 
(Council, copies cf all the correspondence which had passed between Captain 
Grant, master of the Hercules, and the Select Committee, uhich led to tlie 
suspension of that ship's licence. 

4. In continuation of this subject, and in connexion with the line of contuma- 
cious conduct pursued by Captain Grant, and by his owners, Messrs. Jardine, 
Mulheson & Co., 1 have the honour to forward copies (No. i to 3), (;f the cor- 
respondence which has ensued, as well as edicts which have emanated from the 
C^hincie Government on two more recent occasions. 

;>. With reference to the first of these, as it has now happily ))as5e(l over with- 
out involvinijf the Select Committee with the Chinese Government to the detri- 
ment of their trade, it is unnecessary, in forwarding these documents, to comment 
^.ipon them ; the facts of the case will speak for themselves, and can produce but 
one opinion as to the highly culpable conduct of Captain Grant. 

The papers connected with this subject are Nos. 4 to 23. 

15^. D2 ti. On 
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ti. On the iMihofthis mouth the Presiu*mt and Select Committee received 
from thti (Chinese local uuthorlties two comniunicationu, stating; that u native had 
been taken prisoner in an atiruy \>ith the crew of the Hercules, at Cum-sing- 
moon ; these were s|)eedil\ followed by a letter from the Viceroy, requesting 
explanation and satisfaction. I was accordingly desired to require from Captain 
Grant a lull oxphmation of all ihat had occurred, and his reply, with its enclosure, 
will accoinpauN this. It will be observed, that although the account given by 
Captain (Irant ditler^ with that of tlie Viceroy, it is too evident that tlie whole 
allair was coniiticted in the most unjustifiable manner, and that owing to tlie 
great want of judgment displayed, ai»d the unnecessary excitement created on 
tlie part of tiio Chinese, is to be attributed the defeat that the party sustained, 
and the loss of the .^eacunny's life, 

7. At this staj^e oi the proceeding, I have been directed to address ('aptain 
Grant, pointing out to him the view which the President and Select Committee 
have taken of his conduct, as narrated by himself, and ordering him immediately 
to release his prisoner and remove the Hercules from her present anchorage. 
AVe shall be guided by circumstances as to what course it may be considered 
hereaiter necessary to adopt, but the President and Select Committee are fully 
convinced of th" necessity of using their authority in coritrolling the acts of 
Briti>li subject^ trading here under the Kast India Company's licence; and it is to 
be feared that in some degree the laxity which has been shown has encouraged 
tlIe^e parties to behave in such a lawless and outrageous manner. The papers 
onnected with this subject are lettered A to F. 

S. As it is piobable that otiior accounts, tending to exculpate the conduct of 
Captain Grant in his proceeding on this occasion, may reacli Calcutta, I am 
directed to acquaint you, that during tlie last day or two several private accounts 
fiom eye-witnesses, and particularly one from a gentleman in Her Majesty V 
service, have been voluntarily allbrded, and from these there can be no doubt 
that the public statement of Captain Grant gives a very prejudiced and incorrect 
narrative of his mode of proceeding; it is said by the gentleman above referred to 
that the party in the first landing set fire to a village, which burnt nearly the 
whole of t)ne night, and the commission of this outrage rendered the natives 
infuriate in attacking and repelling the p'^rty from the Hercules. 

The Presid' nt and Select Committee will not fail to place his Lordship in 
Council in possession J a statement of all that liereafter occurs regarding this 
affair by a subsequent opportunity, 

I have, &c. 

Canton, -jS October 1S33. (signed) J. //. Jsleii, Secretary. 



Extract Canton Factouv Consultations, 29th October 1833. 

The following documents were delivered to us a few days ago ; they are just 
translated, and wc record them under this date. In the edict from the Viceroy 
is stated the result of the inquiry into the Cum-sing-moon affray, instituted by 
the Chinese Government, in which the death of the seacunny is acknowledged.' 

1, Teen, appointed by recommendation Heen of Heang-shan, &c. &c., make 
know n my orders to the English ciiief. I have receiv ed a petition from Sun-chin- 
meen, an inhabitant of the western Potow village, in which he states, that on the 
third day of the present month, about 10 o'clock in the forenoon, as he and his 
younger brother Sun-a-Foh were sitting in their boat fishing, in front of the village 
of Ke-ow, they were surprised by a number of foreign ships' boats, to the num- 
ber of ten and upwards, sailing in towards the village, accompanied by dis- 
charges of musketry and guns, and that before they could escape out of the way 
Sun-a-Foh was wounded with a musket-shot by one of the foreigners, in consequence 
whereof he calls upon mo to inquire into the case, and prosecute the culprits. 

On looking into the circumstances of the report, I find, that in consequence of 
a former petition relative to foreigners having landed on the coast, and wounded 
natives, orders have already been issued for the foreign murderer to be delivered 
up, which orders have not been attended to; but, in tlie face of them, the same 
foreigners have again had the presumption to enter the inner waters in their 
boats, and have repeated their forujer acts of violence, showing an utter con- 
tempt for the laws. It is incumbent on me once more to promulgate my 
orders, and let the chief, on the receipt of them, instantly inquire, and find out 

who 
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who were the men who, on tlie tuo occasions refeired to, auido use ol ihu^ktU 
and committed violence. Let kiiii place thein in coufinemi-nt, tti H\\uil iUv: result 
of my examination into the case, when the proper meusures will be adopttd ia 
regard to them ; and^ fuithermore, let him directly set at liberty the man Ko-nin^- 
tsew^ who was seized on a previous occasion, and let him strictly pruliibit lor ilie 
future any boats from entering the inner waters, and giving rise to disturb- 
ances. If after this they are again refractory and disobedient, 1 am resolved to 
represent it instantly to the high authorities, that they may prosecute the uliiiir 
according to the established laws. Be assured I will not show the sligbtest indul- 
gence. Haste ! haste ! — A special edict. 

Taon-Kwang, |3th year,! ,, q^^^j^^^ 
9th moon, 9th day. J 

I, H>vang, specially appointed Heen of Nan-Far ,, &c. &c., make known my 
orders to the Hong merchants, in reference to a case that has been referred to me 
by the Heen of Keang-shan. It appears that a petition had been laid before him, 
stating, that on the 1st of the 9th month a party of foreigners entered the village 
of Ke-oo, and compelled them, by force, to sell sundry articles, and, presuuiing 
upon barbarous strength, seized Ko-ning-tsew, fired muskets, and wounded a 
man called Hwang-a-neang, and stole four bullocks. He had personally exa- 
mined the wounded man, and the circumstances had been duly recorded ; but 
finding that the foreign chief was residing at Shik-sun-hang, he has requested me, 
as ofiker of the district, to send instructions to the foreign chief, calling on iiiui 
to issue strict orders to all the foreigners to avoid disorderly conduct, at the same 
time to ascertain the nation, names, and surnames of those men who were con- 
cerned in the disturbance at Ke-oo, calling on him likewise for the delivery of the 
man who was seized, Ko-ming-tsew, and also the murderous foreigners, that they 
may be brought up for examination. In compliance with the foregoing, I issue 
my orders, &c. &c. Let the two men be sent to my office, wheiice they will be 
transferred to the Keang-shan-heen for trial. This is an ailiiir of serious import- 
ance, and must not be lightly regarded. Haste ! haste ! — These are my orders. 

Taon-Kuang, 13th year, | o^j^i,,,, 
9th moon, 12th day. j -^ ^ 

On the same day a chop from the PIoppo, quoting word for word the Viceroy V, 
under date the 22d, and continues thus: — ** His Excellency the Viceroy iius now 
applied to the Admiral, requesting him to order \essel.s of war all along tiie 
coast, to maintain a strict guard, and prevent any renewal of disturbances, and I, 
the Hoppo, in accordance with the communication 1 have received, issue orders to 
the Hong merchants to call upon the chief of the English nation for a clear detail 
of the number of persons who landed and entered the village of Ke-oo, and for 
the reason they have to give for seizing Ko-ming-tsew, and wounding Hwang-a- 
peang, and let the foreign murderer be delivered into the hands of the local 
officers of government. Let there be no attempt at disguising the truth, or makinti 
delay. Haste ! haste ! — A special order. 

Taon-Kwang, 13th year,'! ^ , , 
gthmoon! 12th day. J =4 October. 

I, Loo, Viceroy of the two Kwangs, &c. &c., issue my orders to the Hong 
merchants. I have this day received the report of the acting Heen of Heang- 
shan, named Teen-po. His words are as follows: "Having assembled the 
military and civil officers according to your order, to form a court of inrjuiry into 
the case concerning some foreigners having wounded a Chinese of the name of 
Hwang-a-neang, and carried off prisoner Ko-ning-tsew, we went with all dis. 
patch to carry your instructions into efi'ect, but learnt in the meanwhile that u 
Chinese had killed a foreigner and concealed the body. U'hese circumstances 
formed the subject of a previous report to your Excellency. On the 9th and 10th 
days of the present month we proceeded to investigate the aliair, and look into 
custody the following culprits and witnesses: Soo-shan^-pin alias Soo-a-tseem, 
Tsae-a-ho, Chung-tsun-tsum, Chun^-a-yuen, Chung-foh-quen, lang-a-paonj 
Taou-a-qou, and Tsae-sze-peang. After minute exandnation for two successive 
days, 1 have ehcited these facts, that Soo-shang-pin, about the time of noon, on 
the 1st of the month, was, in conjpany with three of the others named, fishing in a 

^56. V3 bay 
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bay at the foot of Kum-sing Hill, when they heard Ko-ying-tuxLi's son, Ko-a- 
treang, crying out that foreigners had stolen a bullock, Soo-shang-pin and his 
companions upon this ran up the hill, whence they descried the foreigners in the 
act of dragging away a bullock. They pursued and caught the foreigners, and 
brought them into the village, but the policeman of that station, Tsae-sye-neang, 
said'that as ihey were foreigners, he could not deliver them over to the mandarins ; 
and therefore ordered Soo-shang-pin to take them back and let them go. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon the foreigners returned to the shore in a 
crowd of not less than 50 and challenged the villagers to fight. The whole 
village being alarmed, came out to oppose them, when the foreigners^ on seeing 
such great numbers collected, took to their heels and made oflf, with the 
exception of one man who was left behind (his name I cannot learn). Soo-shang- 
pin, Tsae-a-ho, and two others rushed altogether upon this man, and he, when 
he peiceived ihem close upon him, turned round and defended himself with a 
cullass. Soo-shang-pin was armed with a knife, with which he attacked and 
wounded the foreigner in the left wrist. The foreiirner next engaged Tsae-a-ho, 
and Chung-tsenn-quen witli i»is luusket, when he i^ceived a wound in the right 
shoulder from Tsac-a-ho, who was armed v\ilh a wooden club, whilst Chung- 
tsenn-quen, with a similar weapon, beat him across the shins; Chun^-a-yow 
meantime st*uck him a blow with his fist in his left eye, and when he still con- 
tinued to strike at Soo-shang-pin this man struck him witli his knife in the belly 
and then knocked him doun upon the ground, when he shortly after expired. 
After this, Tsae-a-ho and the rest of the party ran away home, whilst Soo-shang- 
pin stripped the dead man of his cutlass and musket, and then resolved on taking 
the corpse and burying it, so that no traces of the murder might be discovered. 
For this purpose he gave i,0oo cash to six of the village men to take up the body 
and carry it out to a sand-hill at the back of the village to the southward, and 
bury it. But a very short time afterwards, from apprehensions of discovery, he 
disinterred the dead body and hired three of the villagers for 600 cash to put it on 
board a boat, run out into the deep sea, and loss it over board. This being done, 
they all dispersed. 

At the time of the foreigne/s' retreat, after challenging the village to fight, they 
perceived a Chinese named Ko-ming-tsew, with a labourer of the name of 
H\Nang-a-neang, working in the fields ; they ran up to him, seized him, and carried 
him otf prisoner to their ship, and wounded Hwang-a-neang with a musket for 
hallooing out for help. Tuo days subsequently to this the foreigners again came 
in increased numbers to the village to get back their countryman. They opened 
a fire with musketry and guns, and did considerable damage to the houses. But 
upon the whole village, men and women, turning out in great numbers to guard 
and protect their dwellings, the foreigners turned round and went away. It 
happened just at this time that a fisherman called Sun-a-foh was coming across 
to sell his careo, when he was shot at and wounded by the foreigners. This, then, 
is the state of the case ; these arc the causes and the circumstances of the disturb- 
ance which has ended in the loss of life. I sent immediate orders for the pro- 
duction of the cutlass, the musket, and shot taken by Soo-shang-pin, and after 
examininji tliem I had them packed in a case, affixed my official seal thereto, and 
deposited them in the treasury, and sent off a runner and policeman to drag for tiie 
body; but, owing to the length of time that had elapsed, the body had floated 
away and could not be found. I next dispatched a pilot to communicate ujy 
orders to the foreigners, to the effect that I liad fully examined into the case, and 
that Justice should be done upon the criminals, at the same time ordering them to 
deliver up the (Chinese Ko-hing-tsew. The foreigners represented, in reply, that 
their captain ha\in<^ gone up to Canton, they could not take upon themselves the 
responsibility of letting the man yo. Since then I have again had all those con- 
cerned l)etbrc n»c, and have minutely investigated the real circumstances which 
led to a loss ot life; besides wiiich, it is right'to report the evidence of the several 
prisoners that your Kxcellency may act, and I humbly entreat your Excellency to 
issue instructions to the Hong merchants to conunand the chief to send instant 
orders lor the liberation of Ko-hing-tsew, and likewise for the institution of an 
inquiry for the purpose of di^covcrini: who it was that wounded the Chinese, and 
that the same be placed in confinement ; if the Chinese die of his wounds, ii will 
then become necessary that the murderer be delivered up for capital punishment. 
Thus will justice be maintained. 

Such 
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Such is the statement laid before me (the Viceroy,) by the Heen and Hie of 
Heang-shan, from which it appears, first, that the foreigners have had a fray with 
the villagers of Ke-oo, I have nlr2ady deputed Le*tun-nee, a aupernumerary 
Ting-pan, to go to the spot, and inquire into the facts ; and ordered the Hong 
merchants to convey my commands to the chief in reference thereto, as it duly 
recorded. Now it appears, from the present statement, that Soo-sliang-pin, and 
others, excited by foreigners, having seized a bullock, and afterwards challenged 
them to fight, have caused the death of a foreigner ; the culprits and witnesses 
have accordingly been all taken into custody, but that the man seized by the 
foreigners, Ho-hing-tsew, has not up to this lime been set at liberty, and more- 
over that the captain of the ship has come up to Canton, doubtless for the purpose 
of reporting to the chief, that he may represent the case. I feel it right imme- 
diately, whilst he is close at hand, to issue orders for the release of the man. 
Besides putting the case into the hands of the An-cha-sze, that he may send orders 
to the Kum-him-foo, at Macao, and the Heang-shan-heen, to try the case, and act 
accoidingly. I hereby make known my commands to the Hong merchants, for 
immediate con^municaiion to the chief, in order that he may inform tl)e captain of 
the ship that the Chinese who w^as the cause of the foreigner's death, and who 
afterwards threw away the body, shall be prosecuted, and tried in accordance witli 
the laws : but that fhe man who has been seized, namely, Ko-ming-tsew, is a 
common man, who was not involved in the fray, and that he is in no way guilty. 
He must therefore be forthwith released, and at the same time the murderous 
foreigner who wounded a Chinese must be discovered, and placed in confinement; 
and if the Chinese die in consequence of his wounds, it will then be required that 
the murderer pay the penalty of his crime. In apportioning the several degrees 
of punishment to the degrees of crime, the principles of reason and the even ju«^tice 
oftlie laws are manifested. The captain of the ship referred to must pay implicit 
obedience, and lose no time in fulfilling all that I have ordered ; so that, proper 
evidence bein^ brought forward, the murderer, Soo-shang-pin, may at an early 
4lay be brought to trial, and his fate decided. Let tliere not be the least 
opposition nor trifling, no slackness nor procrastination. These are my urgent 
commands. 



Tan-Kwang, 1 ^^ October 1 8 ^'^ 

13th year, 9th moon, 15th day./ ' ^^-^^ 



We have just received the following letter and enclosure from Captain Grant, 
in reply to that forwarded to him on the 27th instant. It is needless to comment 
on tlie style of this communication ; he acquiesces, though indirectly, with our 
orders to move the Hercules, and he argues on the affair m a manner which is not 
supported by his own statement, and far less so by the accounts which have 
appeared from other quarters : — 

J. H, Asteli, Esq., Secretary. 
Sir, 

In reply to your letter of yesterday, and with reference to the commands therein 
conveyed, I have to acquaint you that the ship Hercules, having been prepared 
some days ago to remove to Lintin, shall, if not already gone, be removed accord- 
ingly, and that the thief confined on board of her shall, as the Committee orders, 
be discharged. It appears by the annexed communication received yesterday from 
the first officer, that the Chinese at Kce-o\v acknowledge our seacunny has been 
murdered ; and it has also come to my knowledge tiiis day, from the best autho- 
rity, that our detention of the thief has caused the viceroy to arrest the murderer.-?. 
It is therefore obvious that my part, in endeavouring, by the means of this hostage, 
to obtain the liberation of our seacunny if alive, or an avowal of his niurder it 
dead, is at length fulfilled, and that the duty of obtaining justice is now a natiouril 
one, in which I have only an individual concern. 

I shall close the acknowledgment of your letter without further expression of the 
sentiments it is calculated to excite, than is conveyed in my unquulilied disavowal 
of the conduct imputed to me by the Committee. The grounds on which it 
declares that ** I for some lime past have rendered myself and the Hercule:^ 
notorious for acts of aggression and violence,*' are, I believe, all comprised in liie 
present occasion, and one former case, when a thief (likewise taken in the fact,) 
was confined on board for a few days. In adopting this, our only mode of check- 
ing plunder, in a country where there is no appeal to the laws but through lUr 

156. D 4 intervention 
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intervention of a body which declines intervention* or only interferes against us, 
I was, as I conceive, perfonning a simple duty to the owners of the property com* 
mitted to my care. 

I am, &c. 

2%^;ber 1 833 j ^''e^'^) r^- ^^^"'• 



Monday, 28 October 1 833 



(Copy.) 



At 9 A.M. the pilots came on board, with a message from the mandarins to 
have the Chinaman given up, and to communicate to us the result of their inves- 



tigation. 



They state that the mandarins, after having tortured 24 of the Kee-ou men, 
have found that two of these men killed our seacunny, and that four others were 
employed by the murderers to throw the body into the water ; these six men were 
deposited in the gaol of Heong-shan yesterday. 

The mandarins sent out three boats tc search for the bodj-, but they returned 
without success. 

Sliip Hercules, Cum-sing-moon,")^ 
24 October 1 833. J 



Extract Canton Factory Coy^^uLTATioNs, 1 November 1833. 

To G. A, Bushby, Esq., Officiating Secretary to Government. 
Sir, 

In continuation of the subject of my letter dated the 28th ultimo, per Sylph, 
a duplicate of which accompanies this daspatch, I am directed by the President 
and Select Committee to forward, for the information of the Right Honourable the 
Governor-General in Council, such documents (Nos. 1 to 5,) as have since 
appeared in reference to Captuii Grant and the affray with the Chinese at Cum- 
sing-moon. 

2. The President and Select Committee arc in hopes that no further notice of 
this disturbance will be taken by the Chinese Government. The fact of an affray 
originating with the opium ships, and of a seacunny having been killed, and no 
life being sacrificed on the other side, is a sufficient rcison, without weighing the 
merits of the case, to deter the mandarins from prosecuting an investigation, 

I have, &c. 
Canton, ^ November 1833. (signed) J. //. Astelk 

Secretary. 



Extract Canton Factoui'' Consultation, 4 and 5 November 1833, 

4th November. — Consultation : The President and Mr. Daniell. 

I'm: Hong merchants requested us to meet them this morning, and produced 
an edict from the Viceroy, in reply to our last communication. They also deli- 
vered one from the Hong Shan-heen, stating that tlie Chinese who was '.vounded 
at Cum-sing-moon had since died, and that the murderers were required to be 
delivered up for examination and punishment. We informed them that thesf* 
documents would be translated, and we would then deliberate on their contents, 
and did not enter further on the subject. 

5th November 1833. — The follo\Aing are the documents which were delivered 
to us yesterday : 

Governor Loo, concerning the Cum-sing-moon affray, dated 3d November 
1S33, received 4th November" 1833. 

Loo, ;<c. &c. (iovernor of the two Kwang provinces (Kwang-tung and 
Kwang-' i), to the Hong merchants. 

It ii: authenticated that Plotvdcn and others, the chief, &c. of the English 
r.iUion, have ri^presentcd as fo!iuv/s : — 

[Here fol/oivs a trausmpt of the CommiUees Letter of the 2^th instant.'] 

This 
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This coming before me, the Governor, I examine into what the said [[chief 
and others say about the various ships anchored at Lintin, not at all implicating 
the Company ; but the foreign ships anchored at Lintin are all ships of the 
English nation ; and the Celestial Empire's fixed rule concerning foreign ships 
anchored on the coast of China is, that if any matter arise between Chinese and 
foreigners, who do not understand each other's languages, an order shall always 
be issued by the Government to the Hong merchants, to inform the said cl f 
that he may enjoin the order, and make the business clearly known to the foreigners. 
Although there are things in which a difference is to be made between ^lljinese 
and foreigners, still there is a right and wrong in everything, and a crooked and 
a straight in all reasoning, in which the whole world are agreed. 

In the present case, according io the report of the civil and military officers of 
Heang-shan district, Weishun's country ship anchored at Cum -sing-moon, 
entered Ke-ow village, made a disturbance, wounded a man, and seized a villager, 
Ko-ming-lsew. I, the Governor, immediately perceived that there must be a 
cause, and therefore sent an officer to the spot, to join with the civil and military 
officers of the district to inquire distinctly into the origin of the bloody aftVay, 
that with discrimination a prosecution might be instituted. 

At the same time I ordered the Hong merchants to communicate my orders to 
the said chief, to enjoin it upon the country ship captain, Weichun, to let go the 
villager he had seized, and wait till the matter was inquired into. This is on 
record. 

Afterwards the Heang-shan magistrate reported distinctly, that in conse- 
quence of the foreigners landing, entering the village, and \^ anting to plunder 
them of a bufialo, the buftalo boy cried out, and all the villagers having assembled, 
seized a foreigner, Man-ie-yang-rea, and beat him till he died ; after which they 
cast him into the sea. 

On the 3d of the present moon the foreigner Make (Captain M'Kay) headed :i 
great many foreigners, went to the village, attacked them with guns, and seized 
a villager, Ko-ming-tsew, and wounded with muskf.ts and guns two men. Already 
ha. the said Heang magistrate seized the principal and assistant murderers, who 
put to their hands to cause the death of the foreigner, and those who carried 
away the corpse, and has put them into confinement, to be prosecuted ; also 
ordering the foreigners to let go the villager without regard to the report that the 
foreigner Make had on the 10th gone to Canton to lodge an accusation. The 
official messenger sent has also returned to Canton, and given in a report cor- 
responding with the above. 

Now, looking over the chiefs representations, that lie had heard that a native had 
stolen copper and iron materials fiom a rotten ship cast ashore in a gale, and that 
that was the origin of the affray, the murderous offenders who caused the death 
of a foreigner have been found out, seized, and put in custody by the Heang 
magistrate; and who it was among the said villagers who stole the nails will easily 
be ascertained, that they may be seized and prosecuted ; but Ko-ming-tsew, aho 
was seized (by the foreigners), is wholly an innocent man. 

The Celestial Empire*s laws are, he who kills a man shall forfeit his own life ; 
he who wounds a man, or steals or robs, shall be punished according to the 
slightness or severity of the wound, or the amount of property, whether little or 
much, which he has stolen. For all these cases there are perspicuous clau^^es 
in the law ; but an innocent man cannot be seized and involved on account of tl 3 
offender. This principle is the same throughout the whole world. 

At present, at my office, it has not been authenticated what the said foreigner 
Make alleged in accusation. As this foreigner came to Canton city, he must have 
gone to the foreign factory, and thrown in his statement. It is right tiiat I imme- 
diately hasten to order the liberation of Ko-ming-tsew. 

Beside issuing the above proclamation, I hereby order the said Hong merchants 
to enjoin this order as soon as it reaches them on the said chief, requiring him to 
take the reasonable principles of my proclamation, and order the said foreigner 
Make to hasten and liberate Ko-ming-tsew ; and still further, find out the foreigner 
M'ho at the village fired muskets and guns, which wounded men, and deliver bin) 
up at the foreign factories to wait for a prosecution of the case. 

The said chief should consider the gracious tenderness of the Celestial Etnpire, 
1 '>6, E and 
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and the virtuous compassion which I show to strangers. The said country ship 
helongs to a natioa dependent on England, and the chief is especially appointed 
to reside at Canton, and superintend all affairs, by the Honourable Kung-pan,* 
and should yield obedience, and perspicuously order the said foreigner to act 
obediently. Do not make excuses, and render unavailing the intense intention of 
my patient, fi ixious, and reasonable commands."] A special order. 



Tuon-Kwano:. 



b> 



.} 



13th year, gth moon, 2 2d day 

X(fie.— The document given in by the merchants of the 2d instant, is u copy of 
the proclamation, becrinning at the words, " the said chief," &c., and ending at 
* commands.'' Being verbatim the same as the above, it is unnecessary to 
translate it again. 

From tlie Hcang-shan-heen, dated 1st November, received 4th, 1S33. 

Tkex, appointed, by Imperial sanction, to the office of Heang-shan magistrate, 
I eroby i>sues his orders to the English chief, requiring him to inform himself fully 
of the contents hereof. 

In the present case, the villagers of Ke-ow belonging to this Hien, have at 
(litrerent times reported, that on the !st and 3d days of the oth moon (the 13th 
and i;')th October), English foreigners belonging to country ships landed, went to 
the village, made a disturbance, and having seized, carried ofV a villager, named 
Ko-rning-tsew, antl at different times wounded Hwang-a-yang, Jun-a-fnh, &c. 
At the time their wounds were examined by government officers, and orders given 
to atibrd them medical aid. Further, I united with the military officers, went to 
the ^pot, and investigated the case. 

I inferred that a<^ the foreigners went to the village and sought a iiuarrel, there 
must be some cau5;c from which it originated ; antl therefore I carefully inquired 
into it. On inquiry, I found out that the Chinese had caused the death of a 
foreigner, and obliterated all traces of the transaction. I then immediately took 
into custody the murderous oflenders, Soo-sang-pin, and others, and applied on 
ovcry topic a grinding inquisition, by which I discovered that Soo-shang-pin 
tilia.s Soo-a-treun, on the 1st day of the gth moon of the 13th of Tuon-kwang, at 
noon, was with Isw-a-ho, Chung-a-ycw, and Tsae-a-fuh, four persons in all, 
ti^liino: at the foot of Ke-ow hill, when they heard Ko-a-tseang, the son of Ko- 
yinu-twan, calling out that foreigners were stealing a buffalo. Soo-shan-pln 
and the others landed, and saw the foreigners walking oft', dragging tlie buffalo 
aTtor thorn. Soo-shan-pin and the others seized the foreigner, and took him back 
into the village. 

Tsae-sye-yang, the constable of that place, as he could not send a foreigner 
b*'forc the magistrate, ordered Soo-shang-pin and the others to take the foreigner 
and escort him back (to the ship). That day, at four o'clock p.m., the foreigner?, 
in number about .30, rushed to the village, and sought to fight with the villagers. 
riie villagers, all alarmed and frightened, came out to drive them away. "The 
ibroigncrs seeing so many people, ran away to avoid them. It happened that 
one foreigner, name nnknown, fell behind ; Soo-shang-pin, with Tsae-a-ho, Chung- 
puiitsewn, Chung-a-yew, kc, all at once ran upon thf^ foreigner, beat and 
wounded him till he fell to the ground ; soon after which he died. They seized 
a foreign sword and a musket. 

Tsae-a-ho and the others all went home. It occurred to Soo-shang-pin to 
hury the body, and obliterate all traces of the occurrence. He therefore gave 
i,0o() cash to the villagers Chung-a-yeron, Chung-a-trew, Chung-kwan-shing, 
Ko-fuh-yucn, Timg-a-paon, and Yaon-a-yuen to carry the body to the sand-hill 
on the south -^idc behind the village, and inte»' it. But Soo-shang-pin again 
hcthought himself that somebody might find it out, and therefore after a little time 
Soo--hang-pin again dug up the body, and for Ooo cash hired Ko-trum-hew, 
Ivo-trum-tsae, and Ko-a-chaon to take a fast fishing-boat, and carry the body 
to the heart of the sea, and cast it away into the sea, after which they all 
.^ei■,arat^d.. 

At 



' 'I'lic last ^) liable v^' wliich means Court, is omitted. Kung-nun-va is the common apncllation 
ior coui]>.iny. 
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At the time that the foreigners sought a quarrel, and were drivet* hwck hy all 
the villagers, having got outside the village, they gaw the Chi4>jse, Ko-uiing- 
tsew, with a labourer, Hwang-a-yang» working in the field, and luving made up 
to them, they seized Ko-ming-tsew, and took him on board Hiip, Hwang»a- 
yang calling out, was fired upon, and wounded by the foreiguciS. 

On the third day of the moon, a great number of tlie said foreigners came to 
the said village to get back the foreign man, when they iired muskets and 
guns, by which the doors of the houses were broken. The said villagers, men anti 
women, in great numbers, rescued and defended the place, and the forei^'.^r^ 
retired. It happened at that moment that Suii-a-fuh, selling fisii, passed ^y, .".id 
was wounded by a musket from the foreigners. 

When these things occurred, they were all from first to last reported to t'iC great 
officers of the province for their investigation, as is on record. 

On the 18th of the oth moon of Hv/ang-seen, he presented a statement, 
saying that his son Hwang-a-yang, who on the 1st of the gth moon was wounded 
by a musket-shot from foreigners, and whose wounds had been cxanuned, and 
medical aid aftbrded for him, had unexpectedly, being severely wounded, nut 
benefited by medical aid, but, on the 17th day of the moon, died in consequence of 
his wounds. It was right that he should report to Government, and a coroner's 
inquest be taken, ^c. 

I immediately took with me writers of the criminal department, and au exa- 
miner of dead bodies to the remains of Hwang-a-yang. He had received wounds 
on his left thigh in front, on the right side of the fundament, and on the right sidt- 
of the anus. They were all small shot wounds. The moutlis of the wounds Uior- 
tified. Undoubtedly ha died in consequence of his wounds. Having sketched 
the plan of the wounds on paper, and taken a certificate of its truth from tin 
kindred, the body was ordered to be interred. 

Beside reporting to all the superior officers in Canton, I remark on this case, 
that the Chinese Soo-shang-pin and others who caused the death of a foreigner, 
and cast away the body to obliterate all traces of it, no doubt connnitted a crime 
that cannot be excused, and I have seized the principal and accomplices i»i the 
murder, to be prosecuted according to law. 

But now being authenticated that Ilwang-a-yang has died in consequence ol' 
his wounds, it is pressingly incumbent that the murderer be delivered up to be 
prosecuted, and pay the forfeit of his life. With earnest haste an order \^ hereby 
issued to the said chief, requiring him forthwith instantly to com])el the baid 
foreign ship to find out and deliver up the murderers^ to be kept in custody, and 
■wait for trial and punishment. The case involves a man's life, and the said 
chief must necessarily act according to the real truth in iiis J^eareh and nianaoe- 
ment. Let there not be the least procrastination. 

As to foreigners who have come to Canton to trade for a hundred and ^vcores of 
years, and have received from the Celestial Empire the tenderest and mo:^i 
gracious treatment, they no doubt ought to be reverential and submissive, and 
obediently keep the laws of the Celestial Empire. And let the said chief more- 
over immediately order the said foreigners tliat they positively must for tlie time 
to come be tranquil and (juiet, and so carry on their Xnu^e, They must nol 
again make disturbance ; if they dare to be perver.se and disobey, I shall absurediy 
immediately report them, and request the great officers of the province to intlicl it 
most painful and severe chastisement. Let none oppose delay. — Hasten I hasten ' 
— A special order. 

Taon-Kwano:, 13th year,"! ,.- ,, 
*i ^ *i 1 > ^ ^ov. 1833. 

oth moon, 20th day. j •■^'^ 

Consultation, — The President and Mr. DauklL. 

Howqua and Mowqua waited 01. the committee this morning, and inl'onned 
them that Mowqua's brother, who bears official rank, had held an interview with 
the Viceroy on the subject of the Chinese who was A\ounded at Cum-bing-nioon 
having died. Tiiey informed us that an edict would be issued in a few hours de- 
uja.idiLj^ me deliveVy of the murderer, and that the English chief was required to 
produce him. It is mobt probable that this interview uitli us was expre^^jly held 
for the j)urpose of ascertaining our feeling in the ati'air, which might be a guide to 
the Viceroy in drawing up his edict. We therefore studiously adhered to oui 

15^' J^ 2 argument 
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argument that as this was an aflUir which happened outside the river, we could not 
be held responsible ; that we had, in accordance with the Viceroy's wishes, in- 
formed him of the facts as they liadb jcome known to us, and we added that we 
believed ships of other nations were in plicated in the disturbance, which made it 
impossible to fix the guilt on any nati )n in particular. Howqua then suggested 
that we sliould order up all who were concerned to take their trial in Canton; but 
this they ultimately abandoned, on our representing to them the risk of further dis- 
turbance which would attend the transmission of so great a number of men to 
Canton, without even the slightest chance of the ndividual who caused the death 
of the Chinese being discovered. Haung a^^ai informed them that we conceived 
if tlie Viceroy allowed the continuance of a snraggling trade, we could not be 
answerable for its consequences, nor for the breach of those laws which it was the 
province of the local officers of government to enforce. Shortly afterwards an 
edict from the Viceroy was received, of which the follo\\ing is a translation. 

From Governor Loo, dated and received November 5, 1833. 

Loo, Governor, &c. c^c, hereby issues his commands to the Hong merchants, 
on the 23d of the i)th moon of the 13th year of Taon-kwang. The acting Heang- 
shan magistrate, Tun-poo, reported a?i follows : 

The case is in court that tlie English foreigners seized and carried off a native 
ofKe-ow village, Ko-ming-tsew. From first to last, it led to the wounding of 
the Chinese Hwang-a-yang and Sun-a-fuh. I, holding a mean office, examined 
the wounded men, "and gave orders for medical aid. I also assembled with the 
military officers, repaired to the spot, and investigated theaffiiir. I found out that 
the Cliines!', Soo-a-pin and others, caused the death of a foreigner, and obliterated 
ail traces of the transaction. I seized the offenders, took their confessions, and 
examined into all the circumstances, wXmh 1 have already reported for the in- 
spection of government, as is on record. 

Now, on the 1 8th of the 9th moon, the deceased's father, Hwang-hun-he, 
reported that iiis son, Hwang-a-yang, was wounded by a foreigner's musket-shot, 
on the 1st of the oth moon, as he before represented, and had to give thanks for 
a coroner's inquest and the appointment of medical aid. Unexpectedly Hwang-a- 
vani:, beini: severely wounded, received no benefit from that aid, and died on the 
ijtii day. " He reported, as was right, for an inquest. 

1 immediately took clerks of the criminal department, with an examiner of dead 
bodies, and repaired to the spot uhere the body was. Having assembled the 
kindred, an examination was made. Hwano:-a-ynng's left thigh, right fundament, 
and ihe left side of the anus, were wounded ; all were small-shot wounds. The 
mouths of the wounds mortified ; no doubt he died in consequence of the wounds. 
The body was ordered to be coffined and interred. 

Further, on Jhe JOth day of the present moon, a police runner reported that the 
foreigners had lioerated Ko-ming-tsew, and, as was right, he had brought him to 
the court to state clearly the circumstances. 

Being examined, Ko-ming-tsew deposed that he was seized by the foreigners, 
and on the 18th liberated, &c. 

Utside stating the circumstances of the first examination, presenting a copy of 
the general report made to the supreme authorities, and the assembling of all the 
parties seized, and their evidence given, I now have furthermore reported the death 
of Hwang-a-yan<T, and the liberation of Ko-ming-tsew, for the examination of the 
Governor, that he may condescend to order the Hong merchants to enjoin an 
order on the chief to hasten and find out the foreign murderer, and deliver him 
over to th'j court to be prosecuted, and forfeit his life. Really this will be just 
and expedient. 

The a' jve coming before me, the Governor, I have examined and decide. In 
this cast, at first, in consequence of the Chinese Ko-ming-tsew being seized, and 
Hnang-a-yang, &c., wounded, i ordered the Hong merchants to enjoin my orders 
to deliver up Ko-ming-tsew, and to find out the murderous foreigner who wounded 
the man, and keep him in custody. If the Chinese died of his wounds, then imme- 
diately, as would be right, to deliver the foreigner up to be prosecuted, and forfeit 
his life. This is on record. 

It is now reported that Ko-mlng-tsew has been liberated, which shows that the 
said foreigners have still sense enough to yield implicit obedience to the orders of 
reason. But as Hwang-a-yang has died of his wounds, it is right that the mur- 
derous 
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derous foreigners who fired the musket and wounded him bhould be imme- 
diately delive:ed up to be prosecuted. 

An order is therefore hereby issued, requiring the merchants, as soon as it reaches 
them, to order immediately the English nation's chief to transmit orders to the said 
foreign ship captain to rind out the forojn murderer who wounded and caused 
the death of Hwang-a-yarg, and the same ly deliver h'm up to wait for prosecu- 
tion and punishment. 

The Celestial Empire's laws are, that he v, ,.» kills a man commits a capital 
crime, for which he must forfeit his life. Tht . aid foreigners (or barbarians) 
have long enjoyed our tender treatment and profound benevolence, and ought to 
obey the laws. 

In this case the Chinese and foreigners reciprocally /ought, and each has lost a 
life. Tlie Chinese murderers are already caught; the foreign murderer must be, 
by the said ship captain, on an early day delivered up, anu u/en will be seen reve- 
rential submission. 

lie careful that there exists not the least opposition or delay. Intense — intense 
is this order. 



faon Kwanof, 13th vear,l ^ nyr , ,0^. 

.^ ^'ii" ; .) November 1833, 

yth moon, 2d day. J ^^ 



ExTUACT Canton Factohy Consultations, 7 November 1833. 

In acknowledgment of the Viceroy's communication of yesterday, we wrote the 
follow in^ letter : 

To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

We beg to acknowledge your Excellency's address of the .5th instant. 

We have already made your Excellency acquainted with the account which we 
received respecting the disturbance at Ke-ow, differing from the report given to 
your Excellency, which stated that a buffalo had been stolen on shore by foreign 
sailors from the opium ships. On the other hand, the Chinese are accused of 
stealing copper and iron from a stranded vessel ; hence arose the aftray, in which 
it appears, by your Excellency's reports to us, two parties unfortunately lost their 
lives, one a foreign sailor, the other a Chinese. 

You require us to give up a rnan to be examined and punished for the death of 
a Chinese, killed under the circumstances above stated. 

We beg again to inform your Excellency that we disclaim all connexion with 
the operations of the opium ships, which remain outside the river unmolested by 
the officers of this province. We cannot be responsible for acts of violence and 
affrays between these ships and the Chinese ; moreover, in the present instance, 
vessels of all nations were concerned. 

AVe reside in Canton, conducting the trade of our country according to esta- 
blished regulations; is it to be supposed we can be considered in any way 
res[)onsible for the opium trade at Lintin and its vicinity, conducted by ships of 
many nations ? 

These are atfairs in which the local officers of Government should enforce their 
own laws, and regarding which we disclaim all responsibility. 

Further, all vessels engaged in this affray have left the Cum-sing-moon, and 
sailed away to different places. 

We beg to inform your Excellency of the arrival in China of His Majesty's 
-ship Magicienne, Captain Plumrldge, of which we have just received infor- 
mation. 

We arc, kc 
(Signed by the President of the Committee. 

Canton, 7 November l 833. 



Extract Canton Factohy Consultations, 13, 15, and 16 November i833» 

13th Nov. — In some conversations which tlie President had with Captain Plum- 
ridge on the purport of his visit to China, he has expressed a wish to be made ac- 
quainted with what has passed in China during the last summer with regard to the 

^5^* E 3 opium, 
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opium sliipsj, und Mr. Iiinos's unaccountable conduct, and more particularly in refer- 
ence to the atlhiy at Cum-sing-inoon, now a subject of correspondeiice between us 
and the Chinese Government. We can liave no possible olyection lo this request, 
indeed we think it highly desirable that such atrocious conduct as our Consultations 
exhibit should be made known to his Excellency the Conmiander-in-ohief. 

n\ IL C, Plozvdeny Es(|. &c. &c. 
Sir, 
Referring to the reports of the atiray whicli took place with the crews ot" the 
Englisli niorrhant vcs els at Lintin and the Chinese, may I beg that you will 
permit me to ])erube the letters which passed on that subject, and if not incom- 
patible with your sentiments and those of the Select ('ommittce, also allow of 
my taking copies of the same, as it occurs to me his Excellency the Commander- 
in-chief may deem it expedient to tlevi^c means to prevent such atrocities. 

I have, &c. 
Canton, i.^, November itSjj, (^igned; UimTcay Plumrulgc. 

Ilafnaii/ P/ionridgc, Es([., Captain of His Majesty's Ship Magicienne. 

Sir, 

I have the hcnour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of this date, and 
beg to Inform you that the Select Committee have great satisfaction in complying 
with your request to peruse the letters and proceedings that have passetl on the 
occasion referred to in your, letter, and have no hesitation in affording you cof)ies 
of sucli parts r>f them as you may deem necessary for the information of his 
Excellency the naval Commander-in-chief of His Majesty's squadron in the East 
Indies. 

The Select Committee have further much satisfaction in submitting to your 
inspection, with the same view, their proceedings in transactions that have taken 
place in Chin.: during the pan summer, which, as affecting the reirular conduct 
of the British commerce at this port, it may l)e equally desirable you shouUi be 
made acquainted \\ ith. 

I have, &c. 

Canton, i;] November 1833. (s'gnedj Jl\ H, C. Plowaah 

The annexed edict from the Viceroy has been thit day received. He adheres to 
his original order for the delivery of the *' murderers," but in moderate terms ; 
and moreover, it apjiears that, contrary to customary demands, he proposes that 
the foreigners should be tried by foreign laws at Macao This is certainly an 
innovation, and when such a proposition is voluntarily made, it is ■ ' ident that the 
Viceroy considers he is obliged to continue his correspondence b^ asking satis- 
faction in a manner that he expects may give him an opportunity of eventually 
drop|)ing the afTair with credit to hiniselt'. 

Governor Loo to the Hong Merchants, in reply to the Committee's Address of 
7 November, dated 12, received 13 November 1833, 

Loo, Governor of Canton and Kwangse, &c. &c., issues this order to the Hong 
merchants, requiring their full acquaintance therewith. 

iiefore on account of the case of disturbance in the village of Ke-ow, caused 
by foreign vessels anchored in Cum-singMDOon, I took the result of the several 
investigations made by the civil and military ofiicers of i ^cang-sh.an, and I ^mvo 
orders to the said merchants, to be by them enjoined on the English chief, tha*t he 
might make known to the said foreigners the orders to set loose again Kevi-sung- 
t.-^scw, to deliver up the murderous foreigner (or foreigners) who fired at and 
wounded men, and to retire out of Cum-sing-moon. Th^i is a record. 

Now, on inquiry, I fmd that the said villager Ko- .aing-tsew has been set at 
liberty, and that the foreign vessels also have gone out, but the murderous 
foreigner who wounded men has not been delivered up. It is authenticated that 
the said chief states, in reply, that the causes of the attVay alleged on each side do 
not accord, one stating that the foreigners were stealing cattle, and the other that 

the 
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the natives were stealing nail. The Chinese and foreigners had each caused the 
death of a man, and th^ 'v;' officers should themselves enforce the laws. (He 
states) that himself an( • . ''a\ gues reside at Canton to transact, according to iixed 
laws, the commercial atfairs of their nation, but with the vessels that do not enter 
the port ihey have no connexion. He has heard that all the vessels before in 
Cuni-sing-moon, which had caused the aftray, had sailed out. He also reports 
that the English ship of war Magicienne, Captain Plumridge, had juiit airived 
in Canton, and that he in consequence takes the opportunity of reporting the 
same. 

These circumstances being brought before me, the Governor, I have exammed 
and find that the said chief and liis colleagues have received the command of the 
said nation's King to reside at Canton for the general superintendence of the trade. 
Their official responsibility is not light. The foreign vessels of every nation, when 
they have come into the Canton seas, w hether they enter the port or do not enter, 
are equally within the seas of China, and they must therefore obey the laws of 
China and the fixed enactments of the Celestial Empire. When foreign vessels 
in China have any atl'airs (with the Government), on account of the language not 
being common to both, it is the universal rule to give orders to the Hong mer- 
chants, requiring t\em to inform the chiefs of them, that they may enjoin them 
to make them known to the foreigners for them to act by. This is a fixed mode 
of action, and also a true way of maintaining the laws with dignity. 

And in the present case the Indian foreign vessels engaged in the affray are of 
a country pertaining to England ; they certainly cannot act on the principle of not 
attending to nor obeying the orders of the said chief. Hence, when the said 
foreigner Mak6 (MacKay) came to the capital, there was no /ormal accusation 
brought against him, yet Kevi-sing-tsevv was immediately set at liberty, and the 
vessels retired from Cuni-sing-moon ; tliis must have been caused by attention to 
the orders enjoined by the said chief. Hereby may be perceived the said chief's 
ability to comprehend the principles of reason, and reverentially to obey the 
Celestial Empire ; hereby also may be perceived that the orders of the said chief 
are able to compel the belief and obedience of the said foreigners. It is no use 
for him to make evasive excuses. 

Of the origin of the present disturbance on both sides, I, the Governor, have 
directed the Ancharge to depute an officer, who, in conjunction with the local 
officers, has made investigation, and after repeated examinations, he has decided 
that the natives and foreigners were mutual otfenders, and has framed a case 
accordingly. It remains only for the chief to deliver up the oflfenders to be tried 
respecting the real circumstances. The natives will be punished according to the 
native laws, and the foreigners shall be acted with according to the foreign laws, 
before an officer sent to Macao for the purpose of witnessing it* 

For the f)resent affiiir there is but one low; the law of the empire must be 
obeyed, and the chief must embody the sentiments which in sincerity and plainness 
I have declaretl to him, and must give urgent orders to the said foreigner to 
deliver up the foreign criminals to be tried and punished ; and though the said 
nation's naval captain, Plumridge, has come to Canton, yet the chief alone is 
held responsible for the delivery (of the criminals). How can he be sutfercd to 
indulfje in pretexts and evasive excuses ? 

Uniting the circumstances, I issue a speedy order for this purpose- I send this 
order to the Hong merchants that they may immediately enjoin it on the said 
chief for him to obey and act accordingly. Let him order the Indian ship captain, 
Make, (MacKay) to deliver up the foreign criminals who caused the wounds of 
the Chinese, and when the criminals have reached Macao, let the said merchants 
immediately report to me, the Governor, to enable me to depute an officer to try 
and punish them. Should the said chief adhere firmly to blind stupidity, and 
refuse to be roused, the said merchants must clearly point out and fully explain 
the law, peremptorily requiring the immediate and speedy delivery of the mur- 
derers, in order to exiiibit luminously the national government. Let theni not 
depend on each other to be prompted with excuses. Should the said foreigners 
go elsewhere, the consequences will be that heavy criminality will be incurred. 
With urgency ! With urgency ! These are the orders. 

Taod-Kwang, 12 November 1833. 

The other document is a copy of a public proclamation, in exactly the same 
words as the preceding, and of the same date. 
156. E4 
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Consultation, full Committee. 

15th November. — Havin« considered the edict from the Viceroy, recorded on 
the ijih instant, the Committee are of the same opinion regarding the line of 
policy which it becomes them to follow. In drawing up the following rciily, they 
ha\e been guided by the same arguments which they have u:>ed throughout the 
whole of this at^air; arguments, the justice of which the merchant? have admitted, 
and to which we trust the Viceroy, from his hitherto friendly disposition towards 
u^, will attach due weight. With the exception of this unfortunate, event (the 
perpetrators of which have not thought proper even to make any apologj- to us 
w ho bear the burthen of their rash and intemperate conduct, while they repose 
with perfect indifference as to the hazard they expose the trade of the port to, ant! 
the trouble and annoyance that they inflict upon us), we have much pleasure in 
remarking that a thoroughly good understanding exists between ourselves and the 
Cliinese (iovernment, wliich is very apparent from the weight that the President's 
conversation w ith Howqua, which was related to the Viceroy, has had in pre- 
»enting him from issuing obnoxious edicts against His Majesty's ship, and rather 
treated her in a courteous manner. 

We record our letter to the Viceroy, which will be delivered on Monday 
next. 

To His Excellency the Viceroy of Canton, 
Sir, 

M*e have the honour to acknowledge your Excellency's address of the rith 
instant, by which we regret to observe that your Excellency appears to have mis- 
apprehended our observations regarding the opium ships at Lintin and its vicinity, 
as well as our disconnection with their proceedings. 

In the affray of the Cuni-sing-moon, ships of all nations are reported to have 
been engaged ; they have now quitted the Cum-sing-moon and sailed away to 
diftVreut places; the anchorage of the opium ships outside the river is permitted, 
ii. connived at by the officers of the government. We have frequently informed 
your Excellency that we disavow all responsibility on account of offences com- 
mitted by them; it is not our affair to enforce the laws of the empire against 
smuggling ships of all nations. Although we deeply regret tiie death of the 
foreign sailor and the Chinese, we feel that the representatives of the East India 
Company, conducting a le<ial trade at Canton, can be in no way accountable for 
such irregularities os the affray at the Cum-sing-moon, in which your Excellency 
observes the natives and foreigners were mutual offenders. Besides, while we 
now write it is publicly announced that the ship alluded to by your Excellency, 
viz. that commanded by Captain Mackay, has many days past left China, and 
sailed away to another country. 

We are &c. 
(signed by the President, for the Committee.) 

Canton, 15 Nov. 1833. 

Consultation, full Committee. 

i(>th Nov. — The merchants waited upon us this day, and stated that the Viceroy 
was very importunate for an answer to the last edict regarding the Cum-sing-moon 
affair, and that he had expressed to Howqua a wish that we would, if possible, 
assist him in bringing it to a conclusion on amicable terms ; and, with this view, 
Howqua proposed that one man, it mattered not whom, should be sent to undergo 
a sort of trial at Macao, which would afford an excuse for dropping the business. 
'Ibis, of course, we objected to on all accounts ; and, moreover, we were unaware 
whether the Governor of Macao would permit such a trial as they proposed to take 
place ; we expressed our willingness to assist the merchants in giving the Viceroy 
an opportunity of getting out of the business, could we do so consistently, but 
that we had no intention of departing from those principles by which we" have 
conducted our whole correspondence in this matter. 

(signed) fK H. C. Ploxiden, 
J. F. Davis. 

Our letter lo the Viceroy, above alluded to, was this morning delivered to 
Howqua for presentation. 
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ExTEACT Factory Letter from Canton, dated 2d December 1833, 

2. In the packet of the Lady Melville, now under despatch, we have the 
pleasure to forward our consultations in this department from the 15th to the 
2Sth November, whereby your Honourable Court will be placed in possession of 
the continuation of our correspondence with the Chinese Government, relating to 
the homicide at Cum-sing-moon. 

3. Although the correspondence on this subject has not been brought to a con* 
elusion, it has been conducted on both sides with temper and civility, without our 
having any reason to apprehend the trade of the port being threatened witli in- 
terruption. 

4. Our address to the Viceroy, alluded to in the 11 ith paragraph of our letter Factory Cons., 
dated the 16th November, was delivered to the merchants for presentation on the *^ ^^^* ^^^^' 
19th ultimo, with the addition we proposed to make to it, in the paragraph above 

alluded to. 

5. November 23, 1833. — A few days subsequent to its delivery to the mer- 
chants, they waited upon us with the letter in question, stating that the Viceroy 
objected to some expressions it contained, tending to implicate the Government 
officers in reference to the illicit trade, and who rather, as Howqua said, than 
send us an offensive edict in reply, which iie was unwilling to do, preferred return- 
ing it to us, in the hope that we might see fit to alter it to suit his Excellency's 
views. 

6. This proposition was, however, quite inadmissible, for, should we once ac- 
quiesce, we might ever hereafter have difficulty in refusing it on other occasions ; 
we therefore told the merchants we were sorry that our letter any part of it, 
was disapproved of, but as it contained nothing that was no. ctly true, and as 
it was contrary to our policy ever to alter our letters, we were unable to meet their 
suggestions, and accordingly refused to receive it into our possession. 

7. Howqua then proposed, as an alternative, that we should reply to the Quang- Factor)- Cons., 
chow-foo's communication of the 20th instant, substituting other expressions for 26 Nov. 1833. 
those which, in our address to the Viceroy, are represented as implicating the 
Government, which we finally agreed to do. Tiiis may prevent the merchants 

from getting into trouble, and we have drawn up an address to the Quang-chow- 
foo accordingly. 

We have, &c. 

(signed) W, H. C. Plowden. 
J. F. Davis. 



ExTiiACT Canton Factory Consultations, 20 and 23 November! 833. 

20 November. — We this day received the following Edict from the Kwang- 
chow-foo ; it is in purport similar to those formerly recorded. 

Order from the Kwang-chow-foo Kin, concernin^j 'le Cum-sing-moon affray; 
dated and received November 20th, 1833. 

Kin, appointed to act as Kwang-chow-foo, ipsin^^ ilns order to the Hong 
merchants, requiring their full acquaintance thert *-• **i : uii the 27th day of the 
9th moon, in the 13th year of Twan-kuang (^o^em!)o^ Sth), I received an 
official document from his Excellency Hen, having acii.^g cuarge of the Anchasze's 
office, as follows : 

** On the 24th day of the 9th moon, in the 13th year of Twan-Kwang (Novem- 
ber 5th), I received this official document from his Excellency Loo, Governor of 
Canton, and Kwangse provinces,*' 

[^Tkis Document is word for word the same as the Governor's Order of the same 
date {November sth), except that at the end there is this addition ;] 

•* Besides issuing this order, I also unite the circumstances, and forthwith send 
you these directions; requiring you, the Anchasze, immediately to meet with the 
roochingsze, and, conjointly, direct the merchants on all these points, to order and 
compel the delivery of the murderer for trial; also to direct the Hang-shan-heen, 
jointly with the deputed officer, Hooching, to assemble all the wiUicsses in the 
whole case, and try them by torture, respecting the real circumstances of the origin 
of the affray and quarrel, by which a man received wounds tljat caused death, 
and of the casting of the foreign corpse into the water. A true copy of the depo- 

>56. F sitions 
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sitions to be made, and a general report (to all the liigh officeri^ forwarded ; tUe 
criminals to be separately sent forward according to the decisions come to. 
Oppose nut. 

*' On the receipt hereof, 1, the Anchasze, besides coinmunicatin«; with the 
Poochingsze, that he may issue orders on all these points, also unite the circum* 
stances, and forthwith send these directions to vou, the Kwang-chow-foo, 
requiring you, in accordance with the substance of the Governor's order> imme« 
diately to order and direct the lloni^ merchants to order and make known to the 
English nation's ciiief, that he transfer the order to the said foreign ship captain, to 
examine clearly who was the murderous foreigner that caused the wounds of 
which Whang-a-yang died, and instantly to deliver him up to await his trial. 
Direct also tiie Hcang-shan-heen, conjointly vvith the deputed officer, Hooching, 
to assemble all the witnesses in the whole case, and try them by torture, as to the 
real circumstances of tiie origin of the aftray and mutual quarrel, of the w*ounds 
oivcn, which caused death, and of the casting of the foreign corpse into the water; 
also, to make true copies of ♦he depositions, and forward a general report (to all 
the higli officers), and separately to send forward the criminals according to the 
decisions come to. Oppose not.'* 

On the receipt of this, I, the Kwang-chow-foo, besides sending directions to 
tiie Heang-shan-heen, that he may obey and act accordingly, also unite the cir- 
cumstances, and issue this order to be known. When this order reaches the said 
Hung merchants, let them immediately order and make known to the English 
nation's chief, that he transfer orders to the said foreign ship captain, to examine 
clearly who was the murderous foreigner that caused the wounds of which 
Hwancs-a-yang died, and instantly to deliver him up for trial. Oppose not. A 
special order. 



Twan-Kwanff, 1 « at l o 

i3lh Year, loth Moon, yth Day./ ^^ November 1833. 



23 November. — The President and Mr. Davis. 

Ttie merchants waited upon us this morning, having brought back our 
letter to the Viceroy, who they stated was displeased at some expressions con- 
tained in it, tending to implicate the Government officers, in reference to the illicit 
trade; and wlio, lather, as Howqua said, than send us an offensive edict in reply, 
which he was unwilling to do, preferred bringing it to us, with the hope that we 
might *^eG fit to alter it to suit his Excellency's views. To do this, however, was 
(juite out of the question, and, if once commenced upon, we might have difficulty 
in refusing hereafter. We therefore told them we were sorry that our letter, or 
any part of it, was disapproved of, but as there was nothing that was not strictly 
true, and as it was contrary to our ^-'Olicy ever to alter our letters, we were unable 
to meet their suggestions, and accordingly refused to receive it into our pos- 
session. Howqua then suggested, as an alternative, that we should reply to the 
Quang-chow-foo's communicati(>n of the 20th instant, substituting other expres- 
sions (for ibose which in our address to tlje Viceroy are represented as implicating 
the Government) in our reply, which we finally agreed to do. This may prevent 
tlie merchants from getting into trouble, and we shall draw up an address to the 
Kwang-chow-foo accordingly. 



Extract Canton Factory Consultations, 26 November 1833, 

Whilst our letter to the Kwang-chow-foo was preparing we received the follow- 
ing on the same subject ; we therefore acknowledge its receipt, with the former, in 
our letter herewith annexed. 

Order from the acting Kwang-chow-foo Kin, repeating the orders of his supe- 
riors concerning the Cum-sing-moon affray, dated 24th, received 25th November 
1833. 

Kin, appointed to act as Kwang-chow-foo, issues this order, to be obeyed : On 

tiie fifth day of the tenth moon, in the 13th year of Twon-Kwang (November l6th), 
I received from Kin, the acting Anchasze, the following official order : 

**0n the 1st of the loth moon, in the 13th year of Twon-Kwang, (Novem- 
ber 
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ber 12), I received from Loo, Governorof Canton, and Kwange, the official order 
which follows : — 

[The Governor here repeats his order to the Hong merchants of the 1 2th instant, 
and adds : — J 

^' Besides issuing this order to the Hong merchants, I also unite the circum- 
stances, and send these directions to be obeyed, requiring you the Anchasza, at 
your immediate convenience, to unite with the Poochingsze, and taking up the 
whole affair, issue orders to the Hong merchants to compel the delivery of the 
murderer for trial and punishment; also to issue directions to the deputed officer 
and Tungche of Macao, Hooching, in conjunction with the Heans^-shan-heen, to 
assemble the witnesses in the whole case, and examine by torture respecting" the 
origin of the quarrel on both sides, and the real circumstances of the contest and 
destruction of life. Let them report and act according to the facts ; let there 
not be the least presuming neglect or delay. Hasten, liasten. Subjoined is a copy 
of the foreign petition." 

" Having received this, 1, the Anchasze, beside forwarding a communication 
to Poochungsze that he may issue orders on tlie whole case, also unite the cir- 
cumstances, and forthwith transfer this official order, requiring you the Kwang- 
chow-foo, in accordance with the spirit and requirements of the Governor's order, 
to command the said Hong merchants to enjoin commands on the said chief, that 
he in accordance thereto may compel the country ship captain, Mak^s to deliver up 
the foreign criminal who wounded the man ; and on his reaching Macao let the 
said merchants report to all the superior officers, and wait till the Governor deputes 
an officer to try and punish him. Should the said chief persevere in folly, and 
refuse to be aroused, the said merchants must also clearly explain to him the laws, 
and positively require the instant delivery of the murderer, to make a luminous 
display of the national government. They must not depend on each other for 
excuses of the said foreigner having gone elsewhere, by which they will involve 
themselves in heavy criminality. Let the said Kwang-chow-foo at the same time 
communicate directions to the Wei-quen and Tungche of Macao, Hooching, that 
he, in conjunction with the Heang-shan-heen may assemble the witnesses on the 
whole case, and examnie by torture respecting the origin of the affray on both 
sides, and the real circumstances of the contest and destruction of life, and may 
make a report to all the superior officers. Let there not be the least presuming 
neglect or delay. Hasten, hasten. Annexed is a list." 

I, the Kwang-chow-foo, having received this, have communicated it to the 
Tungche of Macao, that he may act in obedience to it ; I also unite the circum- 
stances and issue tliis order; wheif this order reaches the said merchants let them, 
in accordance with the spirit and requirements of the Governor's order, imme- 
diately compel the country ship captain, MM, to deliver up the foreign criminal 
who wounded the man ; and on his reaching Macao let the said merchants make 
a general report to the superior officers, and wait till the Governor deputes an 
officer to try and punish him. Should the said chief persevere in folly, tfnd refuse 
to be aroused, the said merchants must also explain to him the laws, and positively 
require the instant delivery of the murderer to make a luminous display of the 
national government. They must not trust to each other for excuses that the said 
foreigner has gone elsewhere, by which they will involve themselves in heavy 
crimiualty. Oppose not. A special order. 

13th Yeajmil Moonfisth Day.} ^^ November 1833. 

To the Kwang-Chow-Foo of Canton. 
Sir, 

We have the honour to acknowledge th? receipt of your letters of the 20th and 
25th instant, in which you communicate to the Hong merchants, in order that 
they may convey them to us, the directions of the Chinese Government respecting 
the discovery of the foreigner who caused the death of the Chinese, Hwang-a- 
yang, in the affray at Kee-ow. 

We have already, in two previous addresses to the Viceroy, communicated to 
his Excellency all that we have heard respecting that unfortunate affair, in which 
two parties respectively lost their lives, one a foreign sailor, the other a Chinese. 
We have further stated to his Excellency that we disclaim all connection with the 

156. F 2 operations 
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operations of the opium ships, which remain outside the river, unmolested by the 
officers of this province ; that we cannot be responsible for acts of violence and 
affrays between these smuggling ships and the Chinese ; and that, moreover, in 
the present instance, vessels belonging to many nations participated. 

We reside in Canton, conducting the trade of our country according to the 
established regulations : liow can we, with any justice, be considered iu any way 
responsible for the opium trade at Lintin and its vicinity, conducted by ships 
belonging to all nations? These are illegal affairs, in which the officers of 
Government should enforce their own laws, and regarding which we disclaim all 
responsibility. Further, all the vessels engaged in this affray have long since left 
the Cum-sing-moon, and sailed away to different countries. 

We have stated these circumstances to his Excellency the Viceroy ; yet, not- 
withstanding, the Chinese Government, according to your letters, persists in re- 
quiring us to discover and deliver up for trial the foreigner who caused the death 
of Hwang-a-yang : it inmt be quite apparent, however, to you that it is impos- 
sible for us to do so, en every account, but more especially as the ships of several 
nations were concerned in the affray ; how can it be possible for us to discover, 
from among the num!)er of foreigners from all countries, the identical person by 
whose hand a Chinese was killed ? and with what justice, we ask, under such cir- 
cumstances, can the Chinese Government fix the guilt upon a British subject? 

We are, &c. 
(Signed by the President, for the Committee.) 



Extract Factory Letter from Canton, dated loth December 1833. 

2. Our correspondence with the Chinese Government, relative to the homicide 
at Cum-sing-moon remains much in the same state as when we last addressed 
your Honourable Court. The demand for the delivery of a man, in the place of 
the Chinese who lost his life on the occasion, is still the point firmly persisted in : 
the responsibility appears, by a late edict from the Kwang-chow-foo, to have 
been laid, in great njeasure, on the Hong merchants, who are threatened with the 
loss of their buttons, in the event of non-compliance with this officer's demands. 

3. It is difficult for us to venture an opinion as to the probable outturn of this 
affair ; but as no interruption to our trade has yet occurred, nor even been hinted 
at as an alternative, we may hope that, if the correspendence be continued with 
us, it will not involve any suspension of the trade of Canton. 

, We have, &c. 
(signed) fF. H. C. Plowden. 
J. jF. Davis. 

J. N. DanielL 



Extract Cantox Factory Co:nsultations, 4th and 6th De'^c.iuer 1833. 

4th December,— The following edict from the Kwan-chow-foo was this 
morning received : 

The Kwang-chow-foo Kin, in the Cum-sing-moon affray, dated 3d, received 
4th December 1 833. 

Kin, acting Kwang-chow-foo to the Hong merchants, requiring their full ac- 
quaintance with the contents hereof. 

In the case of Loo-shan-pin, a native of Houng-shan-been, having wounded 
a foreigner man, le-Yavong-na, so that he died, and of Hwang-a-yang being 
wounded by a foreign murderer, so that he died, I have repeatedly received from his 
Excellency the Governor strict orders to command the delivery (of the murderer). 
Every lime, I have issued orders to the said nation's chief to compel the deliveiy 
of the murderous foreigner to be brought for trial, as is on record. Up to t^is 
time, many days have elapsed, but he has not yet been delivered up. 

On examination, I find that the English nation's foreign merchants, trading at 
Canton for many years long, have been enriched by the dews of the Celestial Em- 
pire's favours. They ought to know that killing a man is a crime involving an equal 
forfeit. The law is clearly known to all, and universally acceded to. How can 
there be between the flowery people and the barbarians any distinction? The said 

chief 
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chief resides at Canton to control and manage ; he ougtit still more tremblingly 
to obey the laws and rules. 

This is a case of the flowery people and the barbarians mutually wrangling, 
and each killing a man. The nowery murderous criminal has before been imme* 
diately seized ; the barbarian murderer ought also to have been delivered up. 
What has induced the said foreigners to adhere to their stupidity, refusing to be 
aroused, and, with obstinate perseverance, refusing to deliver him up? It all 
arises from the said merchants not having been able, with assiduous attention, to 
admonish and command them to manage the matter well and speedily. 

I have received from his Excellency the Governor a severe order, intensely 
urging that within few days it will be necessary immediately to try and report (to 
the Emperor). There are ten thousand impossibilities {i. e. it is utterly impossible) 
to the further sufferance of perverse delay. With consideration, I again issue an 
order commanding the (murderer's) delivery. When the order reaches the said 
merchants, let them instantly obey the spirit thereof. They are again required, 
within the limit of five days, to enjoin orders on the said chief to command the 
said foreign ship captain on the spot to take the murderous foreigner who cau ' 
the death of Hwang-a-yang, and within the day deliver him up to wait for lall 
punishment ; if they again evade, and do not deliver him up, I assuredly will in- 
stantly report to the (jovernor that he may take the said merchants ; and, after 
unscrewing their cap-buttons, compel them, in a limited period, to deliver u[) (the 
murderer). Also the said merchants alone are held responsible. I apprehend 
they will be unable to bear this heavy responsibility of guilt. Tremble hereat ! 
Be attentive hereto ! A special order. 



^"■""hmS'^^' 0^)3 Deoembe- .833. 



In the foregoing edict, the demand for the delivery of a man in the place of 
the Chinese who lost his life in the affray at Cum-sing-moon is still firmly per- 
sisted in, though the responsibility in the matter is in a great measure fixed upon 
the Hong merchants, who are consequently apprehensive of the threat made by 
this officer to solicit the Viceroy to deprive them of their official buttons being 
carried into execution. 

Considering the presence of His Majesty's ship Magiciennc in China at the 
present moment rather a desirable circumstance, we are of opinion that if Captain 
Plumridge can consistently with his orders from the admiral postpone his de- 
parture from hence, his doing so may in some measure facilitate us m drawing to 
a close the correspondence in which we are engaged, relative to the homicide at 
Cum-sing-moon, we address the following letter to him on the subject, putting 
our appeal to him in a form which he can act upon, or otherwise, as he feels 
inclined. 

To James Hanway Plumridgey Esq. Captain of His Majesty's Ship Magiciennc. 

Sir, 
As we are induced to believe the presence of His Majesty's ship Magiciennc, 
in China, may facilitate the termination of the correspondence in which we are at 
present involved with the Chinese government, in consequence of the violent pro- 
ceedings of the opium ships in the Cum-sing-moon, in October last, when a 
Chinese lost his life, and as it may operate as a check upon the demands of the 
Government for the surrender of a man to appease the offended laws of China, 
we beg to suggest to you that the postponement of the departure of His Majesty's 
ship Magiciennc, for a short period, may be very desirable, and wo shall feel 
greatly obliged to you should the nature of your instructions from His Excellency 
the Commander-in-Chief enable you to acquiesce in our suggestions. 

We have, &c. 
Canton, 5 December 1833. (Signed by the Committee.) 

6th December.— The following letter was this morning received from Captain 
Plumridge in reply to ours of yesterday's date : 
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To «^. H. a Plwden, Esq. President, &c. &c. 

GentleroeDy 
I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday *s date, 
requesting me to postpone, for a short time, the departure of His Majesty's ship ; 
ill reply, I b^ to inform you that 1 shall continue at my present anchorage until 
the 15th instant; about which period it will be requisite that I depart on execu- 
tion of ulterior orders from my cemmander-in-chief. 

I have, &c. 
H. M. S. Magicicnne, (Signed) Hamvay Plumridge, Captain, 

lintin, Cth December 1 833. 



LxTRACT Factcky Letter from Cantok, dated 3 January 1 834. 

Para. 2. We have the pleasure to forward our ConsuitatioTis in this Department, 
from the 6th December 1 833 to the 3d January 1 834 ; and your Honourable 
Court will learn from them that we continue to receive from time to time edicts 
from the Chinese government, relative to the homicide of Cum-sing-moon. We 
have not considered it politic to extend the correspondence on our part, and the 
affair remains much in tbe same state as heretofore. 

We have, &c. 
(signed) fV. H. C. Plowden. 
J, F, Davis. 
J. N. DanielL 



Extract Caxtom Factorv Consultations, 15 December 1833. 

We have received another edict from the Kwang-chow-foo, on the subject of 
the Chinese killed at Cum-sing-mcon, It embraces precisely the same points of 
discussion as those hitherto recorded, and terminates by the threat of requesting 
the Viceroy to take away the buttons from the Hong merchants, if a foreign 
oft'ender be not delivered up. As this edict is a mere reiteration of several pre* 
ceding ones, we abstain from placing it on our records. 



Extract Cantox Factory Consultations, 23 December 1833. 

We record the following edicts, which have been received from the Chinese 
officers of Government, in reply to them, we could only repeat what we have so 
often stated ; we think it best therefore to abstain from taking any notice of them 
at present. 

From the Kwang-chow-foo, dated 17 December; received 20th, 1833. 

Kin, the acting Ku*ang-chow-foo, hereby issues his orders to the Hong mer- 
chants. 

On the 27th day of the loth Moon, of ♦he 13th Year of Taon Kwang, a docu- 
ment was received from the acting Gan-cha-sye, Hew, stating that on the 24»h day 
of the 10th Moon of the 13th Year of Taon Kwang, an answer was received from 
Loo, the acting Foo-yuen of Canton, &c. to the following effect : 

The Heang-shan-' . presented a petition, stating that a foreigner had caused 
the death of Kwang-a-jang, and that Loo-shang-pin and others had caused the 
death of a foreigner, obliterating ail traces of the corpse. 

This appears on record. 

On a subsequent occasion, the evidence given was also reported, and a request 
made to enjoin the Hong merchants to order the chief to deliver op the foreign 
murderer to be prosecuted, and pay the forfeit of his life. To which the following 
answer \\as given : According to the representation made, let a clear investigation 
be entered into concerning the occasion of a bloody affray, by witnesses being 
summoned and facts ascertained, by their being confronted. All this was done. 
Now the said Heen has sent another representation. 

Already 
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Already, from Um governor's office^ was an answer given to the Lye, to direct 
the merchants to order die chief again, commanding him to deliver up Uie foreign 
murderer to be procecnled* 

Although the affair concerns an outside barbarian (or foreigner,) it is only a 
common case of reciprocal boxing, •n which each party lost a life ; still it is right 
that the trial and explanation should be carried on by the said Heen, and when the 
foreign murderer is presented, it will also be right to send an officer, to unite with 
him and repair to Maco, that approachbg the scene (of the disturbance,) ttiey 
may head the " foreign eye,'* and unite with him in taking the evidence of the 
foreign offender, to be preserved on record, and punishing the foreign murderer 
according to foreign laws. 

At present, in Canton, the officers deputed to try tiie important cases are very 
many. In this case it is not necessary to bring all the parties to Canton city ; but 
the Gan-cha*sye is hereby directed to inform the said Lye to take all the circum* 
stances of the origin of the affray discovered on trial, and make them known to the 
head Foo, that he may order the Hong merchants to enjoin commands on the chief 
to urge the delivery up of the foreign offender. No opposition or procrastination 
will be allowed. Intensely ! intensely ! after which, wait till answer be given from 
the governor's office. 

A copy of the representation sent is herewith issued. 

On receiving the above, I, the Gan-cha-syc (or judge) inquired into the case, 
and found that an order from the governor had been previously received, and also 
communicated for obedience thereto, as is on record. 

Now, on receiving the above, I address a document to the Foo, to act according 
to the above decision of the acting Foo-yuen, that he may forthwith give directions 
to state the origin of the affray as represented, and order the Hong merchants to 
enjoin an order on the chief to urge the delivering up of the foreign murderer. 
No opposition or procrastination will be allowed. Intensely I intensely ! (is this 
order given). 

On receiving the above, (I, the Kwang-chow-foo,) besides writing to the Heang- 
shan-heen, hereby issue an order to the Hong merchants to state forthwith the 
origin of the affray, as he has represented it, and enjoin an order on the chief to 
urge the delivery up of the foreign offender. No opposition or delay will be 
allowed. Intensely ! intensely ! are these commands given. 

.3th Ye JrSS 7th Day.}-- »7 December X833. 



On the Cum-sing-moon Afiray. — General Report from the Heang-shan Magis- 
trate, addressed to the Kwan-chow-foo. No date. Received 20 Dec. 1833. 

A respectful address. It appears on record that the foreigners having murdered 
a Chinese, Kwang-yang, and carried off Ko-ming-tsew, I, a mean officer, imme- 
diately assembled the officers in camp, and hastened to the spot, to examine and 
manage the affair ; and having heard that a Chinese had caused the death of 
a foreigner, and afterwards obliterated the traces, I forthv/ith, one after another, 
found out and arrested the criminals, and witnesses Loo-shang-pin, alias Loo-a- 
heuen, and others, and brought them before me. The depositions which they 
made on examination, I duly reported. Afterwards, it was reported to me that 
Kwang-a-yang had died in consequence of his wounds, and that the foreigners had 
liberated Ko-ming-tsew ; all which I duly reported from time to time, for the 
information of the great officers ; as appears on record. 

1 then brougVit up Ko-ming-tsew, and examined him. Ko-ming-tsew made 
the following deposition. He had, at the place called Tsing-keo, a mat-shed 
(where he remained) to plough and sow. On the i6ih day of the 8th Moon, 
in the present year, 29th September, there was a foreigner from the English 
country foreign ship Wei^hun, anchored in the outer sea of Cum-sing-moon, who 
came with ten catties of iron nails to his ploughing-shed, and bartered them for 
one fowl and two fi«i. On the istof the gth Moon, (13th October,) three 
foreigners from the said ship came on shore to obtain fresh water. Having passed 
his ploughman's shed, they saw the iron nails lying in the shed, and suspecting 
that he had stolen them, they immediately dragged him off, and also took away the 
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iroa nails. His fellow-labourer, Kwang-a-yaDg» who was at work b the fieid, by 
the side of the shed, turned towards the village, arid cried out. He was fired t^ 
by a foreigner behind> and was wounded. As to Loo-shang-pin, bow he heard 
the cry, and came up in pursuit, and carried away a foreigner who had fallen 
behind ; how he liberated him again, and on the way back met the foreigners, and 
entered into dispute and contest with them, and having wounded a foreigner, cast 
away the corpse, and obliterated the traces ; and how, on the 3d, (Octa^r 15th,) 
the foreigners again came to the village to demand the man, fired musketry to 
intimidate and threaten, wounded Sunapah, and destroyed the gates and doors of 
the temple ; he is ignorant of all these things, owing to bis having been carried 
off by the foreigners. 

On examination, I found that the circumstances in which the quarrel originated, 
as thus stated in the deposition of Ko-ming«tsew, do not coincide with those 
stated in the former depositions of Loo-shang-pin and the others. I then imme- 
diately searched for, and arrested the eye-witness, Keang.a-wae-fang, together 
with the village elders, Chung-tse-yan and Wang-heen-kwae, and again applied, 
with increase, the torturing examination. Loo-shang-pin deposed as follows: 
his fellow villager, Ko-ming-tsew, had hired as a fellow labourer, Kwang-a-yang, 
and set up a mat-shed at the place called Tsing-keok, (where he remained) to 
plough and sow. On the 16th day of the 8th Moon, on the 13th year of Taon 
Kwang, September 29, there was a foreigner belonging to the English forei|jn 
country ship, Weishun, anchored outside of Cum-sing-moon, who came with ten 
catties of iron nails, and took in exchange fowl and fish. On the 1st of the 9th 
Moon (October 13) there were three foreigners came on shore to get fresh water, 
and passed Ko-ming-tse w's ploughman*s shed ; seeing the iron nails, they suspected 
that they had been stolen, and immediately carried off Ko-ming-tsew, and took 
him back to the ship ; they also took back the iron nails. The workman, Kwang- 
a-yang, who was at work on the field by the side of the shed, when he saw what 
was doing, turned round towards the village, and cried out. He was fired at by 
a foreigner from behind, and wounded. He (Loo-shang-pin), with Tsae-a-ho, 
Chung-tseun-tseun and Chung-a-yew, were fishing close by, and when they heard 
the cry they landed, and went in pursuit. A foreigner, who ftU behind, they 
seized, and carried back into the village, where they brought him to the con- 
stable, Tsae-sye-yang. Being a foreigner, whom it was inexpedient to bring 
before the Government officers, he bid them take the foreigner back. When they 
had proceeded half way, and reached a place called Shangwe, they met four 
foreigners, who were running to the v.'lage to demand the man. When they met 
them, witness and Tsae-a-ho immediately liberated the foreigner. The foreigners 
then began to scold them with abusive language, telling them they should not 
have carried off the roan. They would not submit, and returned the railing and 
abusive language, so that a dispute began. Tsae-a-ho and Chung-tseun-tseun 
then took up sonje sticks of firewood that were lying on the ground, and, with 
witness, advanced to strike and fight with the foreigners, who ran from them. 
One foreigner, Man-le-yaonji-na, fell behind, and seeing them overtaking him, 
he turned round and struck them with a sword he had about him. He (witness) 
drew a sharp-pointed knife, which he carried about his pcrbon, and warded off 
the blow, striking the sword to the ground, and wounding Man-le-yaon-na*s left 
wrist ; Mnn-Ic-yaong-na then took a musket that he h&d with him, and struck at 
tsae-a-ho ; Tsae-a-ho warded off the blow with a stick, and wounded Man-le- 
yeong-na's right shoulder ; Man-Ie-yaong-na rai&ed his foot to kick, and Chung- 
tseuen-tsuen struck with a stick and wounded Man-le-yaong-ua's left shin; 
Chung-a-yew, with his fist, struck and wounded Man-le-yaong-nas left eye- 
socket; Man-le-yaong-na turned again, and struck at witness; witness with his 
knife run Man-le-yaong-na through the belly, so that he fell to the ground ; at 
that time Keang-kwae-fang passed by and saw them, but was too late to stop 
them. In a short time Man-le-yaong-na died, and witness took possession of the 
foreigner's sword and musket. "Tsae-a-ho and the others all ran home. After* 
wards he (witness) determined to bury the corpse, and so obliterate all traces ; he 
forthwith hired, with 1600 cash, Chung a-yuen, Chung-ful-yuen, Jungap-ow, and 
Yaon-a-yun, who have been caught, and Chunga-tseo, and Chung Kwan-sing, 
who have not yet been caught, and they carried the body to a sandy hillock, on 
the south side behind the village, and buried it. He then gave the money to 
Chung-a-yuen and the others, and they went away. Again fearing lest men 
should know of it, he, after a little time had elapsed, dug up the corpse himself; 
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and then, with 600 cash, he hired Kwo-tseuen-seu, Kwoa*t8ae, and Kwo*a*chaow» 
who have not yet been caught, to carry it in a fishing-boat into the middle of the 
sea, when they took the body and threw it into the sea. All then separated, and 
he went and told the circumstances of his having thrown the body into the sea. 
to Tsae-a-ho and Ching-a-yuen. On the 3d (October 15), these foreigners, on 
account of Man-le-yaong-na being lost, came in numbers in front of the village, to 
demand the n)an, and fired off muskets to threaten and intimidate theiiu It hap- 
pened that Tun-a-foh was then passing by, and ran to get out of the way, but 
was wounded by the small shot spreading about; the gates and doors of a temple 
in the village were also injured. Afterwards the old men of the village, Chung- 
tse-yun, and others, went out and rebuked them, bidding them go away. They 
then turned back. When before brought up for examination, owin*; to Ko-ming- 
tseu not having yet been brought up, and to the alarm of the time, he made 
erroneous deposition ; but now, having to return thanks for a general assembly 
(of the witnesses), and renewed examination, he deposes the real facts, &c. 

Having received also the depositions of the Keang-hwae-fang, the eye-witness, 
and of the village elders, Chung-tse-yun, and Hong-huen-hwae, that the origin 
of the quarrel and affray arose from the barter of iron nails for fowl and tisli 
between the foreigner and Ko-ming-tsew, and that when Loo-shang-pin caused 
the death of the foreigner, Man-le-yaong-na, he, Keang-hwae-fang, was a passing 
witness, I find, on thorough investigation, that these depositions do not 
differ from that of Loo-shang-pin, and confronting then) with Tsae-a-ho and the 
others, their depositions also agree. 

On examination, I find that the matter of the present depositions disagrees 
slightly with the depositions before reported. But I dare not, on account ot having 
before reported differently, screen myself by keeping back anything. Besides 
having reported the recorded depositions of the several criminals, made a prepared 
general report of the circumstances ascertained on examination, respecting the 
death of Kwang-a-yang, owing to wounds received, and, in obedience to the 
reply of the Governor, united with the Keun-min-foo of Macao, to assemble the 
criminals and witnesses, re-examine them, and report, I also, as is right, take 
the depositions made on the le-examination, and forthwitii preseiit you a prepared 
report thereof, for thorough examination. And I beseech you to order the Hong 
merchants to command the chief immediately to find out the murderous foreigner, 
and deliver him up for full trial. This will really be just and proper. 

Further, this case concerns outside foreigners. Whether it should or should 
not be carried to the provincial capital to be tried, I lay before your tribunal, 
awaiting your decision. 

Besides reporting to the Governor and Foo Yuen, to the Pooching-sye, 
Ancha-sye, and Leang Choo-taon, and to the Keun-min-foo, I also, with awe, 
present this prepared report, prostrate, waiting for your compassionate glance 
at it. 

The mean officer Foo's respectful report. 

Governor Zoo, concerning the Cum-sing-moon Affray, sent through the Gancha- 
sye and K wan-chow -foo, dated December 12 1st, received 22d, 1833. 

Kin, the Kwan-chow-foo, concerning the discovery, apprehension, and prose- 
cution of certain persons. 

On the 25th of the 10th moon of the 13th year of Taon Kwanc (Decem- 
ber ()th), a document was received from Hew, the acting Gancna-syo, as 
follows : — 

" On the '20th of the 10th moon of the 13th year of Taon Kwang (December 
1st), an answer was received from Loo, the Governor of Canton, and Kwang-se, 
stating as follows :— 

** * The Hang-shan-hein reported, that a foreigner had caused the death of a 
native, Hwang-a-yang, and that Loo-shang-pin and others had caused the death of 
a foreigner, and obliterated all traces of the body. Tiie place was repaired to and 
examined ; offenders seized, and their evidence taken. An answer was given, 
directing that as the native villagers of Kee-ow had quarrelled and fought with 
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he foreigners, seizing each otlier, and each losing a life, the said Heen magistrate 
should prosecute according to the facts, aiul report. 

" • The EngHsh chief also petitioned on the subject, and orders were given to 
the Hong merchants to enjoin an order on the chief todifect the delivering up of 
the foreign murderer, How Ching, the Tung-che of ^facao, was ordered to go 
and unite in conducting the trial. It was aUo reported that Ko-ming-tsew was 
liberated. The proceedings are all on record. 

'* * The affair, as above given, is hereby referred to the Gancha-sye, that he may 
forthwith hasten to urge the Hong merchants to reiterate the order to the chief, 
to command the ship captain to hasten to deliver up the foreign murderer for trial 
and punishment. Further procrastination will not be allowed ; and still direct the 
buid llcen magistrates to force a strict search for Chung-a-yen, and others, who 
have escaped ; they must be taken. Let him unite with the Weynin Hoo-ching, 
and brinii up before them the criminals now in possession. Judge faithfully, decide 
and report. Let there be no delay or connivance. 

'* ' Wait for a reply from the Foo-yuen's office, and instructions, and deliver the 
drawing (or sketch on paper of the place and circumstances) to be preserved.' 

•' 1, the Gancha-sye, receiving the above, forthwith direct the Kwan-chow-foo 
to uroc and order the Hong merchants to reiterate the order to the chief to deliver 
up, &c.' 

(Here the (iancha-sye rcjieats the Governor's words, and then the Kwau-chow. 
foo u'ptals the Gancha-syc's, with tlie usual winding up. Hasten ! hasten! &c.) 

Taon-Kwang, 1 

13th year, 1 ithmoon, 1 ith day. J 



Extract Factouy Letier from Canton-, dated 31st January 1834. 

2. Wr., have now to communicate to your Honourable Court a proceeding, on 
the |>art of the local Government, which has caused us considerable uneasiness, 
and which, from the singularity of its nature, entails upon us all the difficulty and 
embarrassment which must of necessity arise from the acts of those authorities with 
whom wc have to deal hcing; ut diametrical variance with European principles 
and practice, ^hile our own conduct may be expected to i)e more or less in con- 
formity with those models. 

3. A rumour had, up to the 24th instant, been current in this place, of so extra- 
ordinary a nature, that wc were unwilling to believe, and still more indisposed to 
act upon it, unless corohorated by some creditable testimony. It appeared that the 
manclarin, brother of Mowqua the Hong merchant, had been sent down from 
Canton with the view of devising some mode of obtaining possession, if possible, of 
the individual \^ho killed a Chinese in the armed attack of the opium smugglers 
ujion the Chinese town at Cum-sing-moon. He returned once without success, 
u|)on which he was told that, unless he could contrive to succeed in some manner 
In his mission, his peacock's feather would be taken from him, 

4. The result, wc understand, of his second visit to Macao was to procure, by 
tju) aid of a considerable sum of money, the person of a Malay or other man of 
cnlour, either from the to\\n of Macao, or from a junk or ship in the neighbour- 
hood, who was pert-uadcd to assume the character of brother to the person killed 
in the atVray. " Rushing forward (it was pretended) to save his relative, a musket 
which he held went off by accident, and caused the death of the Chinese. He 
was told to state that his contrition had induced him voluntarily to deliver him- 
:^elf up. 

.5. As the above rumou; gained strength, the President sent for ilowqua and 
>ucceeiled with some difficulty in making him confess that a man was actually in 
custotly ; but when former acts of cruelty and perfidy on the part of the local 
uovirnment, in nearly similar cases, were urged as grounds for entertaining reason- 
able apprchen^i()ns that the worst might happen on this occasion, Howqua asse- 
verated in the strongest terms that no such intention existed, but that the man 
nould certainly he lelcased after the customary forms, 

T). We hopt*, and indeed think it quite possible, that such may be the result; but 
at the same time, our knouledi^e of the Chinese character, and of the individual, for- 
bade our attaching more credit to Howqua*s word than it was worth. In a case 
where human life was implicated, and when (on the supposition of the catastrophe 
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being fatal) a supine acquiescence on our part in the early stage of tha proceeding 
would be so justly censurable, we deemed it our duty to enter u strong but temperate 
protest with the Viceroy against tlie execution of any cruel or fatal sentence. 

7. The inditidual in behalf of whom we interposed, because he was associated 
with the English name, was an innocent person, whom careful inquiry among the 
shipping has proved to be utterly disconnected with the affray at Cum-sing*nioon ; 
and whose claim upon our humanity (indei)endently of the ubvious policy of 
preventing such an atrocious precedent) derived its chief strength from that very 
disconnection. 

8. On the 28th, a reply was received from the Viceroy to our address, in which 
not only its rceaning, but very words were misrepresented, iu a manner that would 
have excited our surprise had we been less accustomed to Chinese proceedings. 
The object was evidently to involve us, as well as the man in the city, with the Cum- 
siog-moon affair. We therefore lost no time in re|>eating the tenor of our former 
address, and showing that it was because the individual in question was not connected 
with the acts of the smugglers, and not because he was connected with them, that 
we had interfered. We took occasion, at the same time, to reiterate our former 
protest, and to request that he might be liberated. This second address was 
deUvered to the merchants in a body on the 29th instant, and we await the result. 

9. Your Honourable Court may be assured that our future course of proceeding 
shall be as deliberate as the importance of the case requires. In the meanwhile, 
it is satisfactory to observe that the interests of the Honourable Company'.s trade 
of the season just concluded, can no longer be affected. 

We have, kc. 

(si[i;ned) J, l\ Davt.s. 
John Jack sou. 



Extract Canton FACTonv Consult a noxs, \ ith January iS;j4. 

We record the following documents relating to the homicide at ('uni-sin;:- 
moon, which have been this day received. 

From Kin, the Kwang-chow-foo, concerning the Cuni-sing-nioon ailruy, dated 
January loth, receivetl nth, 1834. 

Kin, the Kwang-chow-foo hereby issues his order to the Hong nierchunts. 

On the 23d of the iith moon of the 13th year of Taon-kwang, (Jatiuary ^d, 
1834,) a document was received from Loo, tlic Governor of the two Kwanji 
provinces, as follows : 

" It appears that the ships anchored at Cuni-sing-nioon made a disturbance at 
Ke-ow village, and took away Ko-ming-tsew, a native ; they also wounded with 
a musket two men, Hwang-a-}ang and Sun-fuh. Hwang-a-yang died in coiine- 
quence of his wounds. 

*' A native, Loo-shang-pin, and others, also cau>etl the death of a foreigner, 
Manle-yang-na, and threw away the body to anniiiilatc every tra^ c of the affair. 

" In this cause, according to the civil and military authorities of Heang-shan, the 
foreigners who went to the village and made a disturbance belonged to Weichuu'b 
country ship. The foreign country bhip belongs to a dependent nation oi" tin 
English. The captain, Make, it was said, had gone to Canton to accuse and ^tate 
the case, but he had not repaired to my office to present his |)etition. In ihe 
meantime I ordered the Hong mercliunts to transmit orders to the English nation ^ 
chief, Plo\\den, and olhers, to direct the liberation of Ko-ming-tsew, and the deli- 
very of the foreign murderer who wounded the nian, that their cases might be 
discriminated and prosecution and punishment follow. 

" After this the Heang-shan seized the criminals who had caused the, death of th*- 
foreigner and thrown away his corpse, examined them, and reported their con- 
fessions to all the higher officers of the province ; the foreign ship merely iiijcrated 
Ko-ming-tsew ; it did not deliver up the loreign murderer. 

" According to the said chief and others, they residing at Canton, and carrying 
on their natioirs commerce agreeably to the laws, have \\u eonctra with shipb that 
have not entered the port, and they say that the bhi|):-, v\hieh ina<le a disturhance 
at Cum-sing-moon have all set sail and gone, i, the governor, have already given 
my commands, and require tiie Hong merchants to enjoin ihein perspieuoublj lor 
obedience thereto. That the said chief and others have received the mandate ot 
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their King to reside at Canton, and have a general control of the commerce ; and 
the ships of foreign nations, whether they enter the port or do not enter the port^ 
are all on the seas of China, and ought to obey the Chinese laws ; and assuredly 
there is no such tiling as that they (the ships) would not obey the ordeis of the 
said chief. There is no use in the said chief making excuses to push the matter 
from him. These proceedings are on record. 

** I also sent an officer, who found out that the country ship was still at Lintin ; 
it had not set sail and gone away. 

" In examining past cases when natives and foreigners have reciprocally com- 
mitted crimes which have been prosecuted, the chief la^' always delivered up the 
murderer to be tried according to the facts ; the native to be punished according 
to our law, and the foreigner to be treated according to foreign laws, 

** The crime in this instance was committed under the jurisdiction of the Kwang- 
chow-foo, and it is rif^ht to deliver it over to the said Foe t-iat he may head the 
Hong merchants in intensely urging the chief to deliver up the foreign murderer 
at ilacao, and then peiition the Weiguen to unite in prosecuting the affair. This 
has been done, but many days have elapsed, and still no foreign murderer has been 
delivered up, which really indicates contempt. 

' In this case Chinese killed a foreigner, and the local officers, as soon as they 
found it out, seized the murderers, tried them, and did not allow them toescape. This 
shows that the local officers viewed as of importance the life of a foreigner, and 
prosecuted with sincerity and truth. The said chief and others ought also to 
know, and feci respect, and send a person with a letter to command Mak^ to 
take, sj)eedily, the foreign muruerer and deliver him up ; they might then be 
accounted respectful and obedient. 

" In a case so important as man's life the laws allow only a limited period. It 
is rlfrht that the said Foo try the case and transfer it, but not stand by remissly. 
He is hereby strictly ordered to urge the case. Let him immediately, in obe- 
dience hereto, take the topics pointed out in this document, and strictly order the 
Hong merchants, in the most urgent manner and with the highest iiitcns'ty, to 
command the cl.ef, Plowden, and the others, to send a man to direct the country 
ship, Captain Make, to take the murderous foreigner who wounded the man, and 
deliver him up, and report the same ; that, having proof, the Anchasye may send 
a Weynen to Macao to unite in the examination and management of the case. 
At tlie same time let Loo-shang-pin and the others be tried and sentenced, and 
be sent up through the Sye for veri6cation and management. Do not again pro- 
crastinate , it will involve guilt, which will be repo.ied to the Emperor, Tremble 
at this, intensely, intensely !" 

I (the Kwang-chow-foo) besides writing to the Heang-shan-heen to try and 
sentence Loo-sljang-pin and the others, hereby issue an order lo the Hong mer- 
ci)ants to (here he quotes verbatim the last paragraph, beginning at " command^ 
the chiefs," &c.) 

A special order. 



Taon-Kwan«Tj, 1 r , . ^ 

,3lh year. 12th moon, 1st day. } ^« •'"""'^•"y ^'*34. 



ExTiiACT Canton Factory Consultations, 24 January 1834. 

A RUMOUR has for some time past been afloat, of so extraordinary a nature, that 
we were unwilling to believe, and still more indisposed to act upon it, unless 
corroborated by some credible testimony. It seems that the Mandarin, brother 
of Mowqua the Hong merchant, was sent down to Macao, with the view of de- 
vising some mode of obtaining possession, if possible, of the individual who 
killed the Chinese in the affray with the smuggling ships. He returned to Can- 
ton once without success, upon which he was told that unless he could contrive 
to succeed in some manner in his mission, his peacock^s feather would be taken 
from him. The result, we understand, of his second visit to Macao was to pro- 
cure, by the aid of a considerable sum of money, the person of a Malay, or 
other man of colour, either from the town of Macao or from a junk or ship in 
the harbour, \\ho was persuaded to assume the character of brother to the Lascar 
reported as havinjr been killed in the same aftVay. Rushing forward (it was pre- 
tended) to save his brother, a musket which he hod went off by accident, and 
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caused the death of the Chinese. He was tutored to state that his contrition 
had induced him voluntarily to deliver himself up^ imploring pardon, and repre- 
senting that an aged mother in his own country stood in need of his services 5 a 
very common plea in China for granting pardon to criminals. 

As the above rumour gained strength, the President sent for Howqua, and suc- 
ceeded, with some difficulty, in making him confess that a man was actually in 
Canton ; but when former acts of perfidy and cruelty on the part of the local 
Government, in nearly similarcases, were urged as grounds for entertaining reason- 
able apprehensions that the worst might happen on this occasion, Howqua asse- 
verated in the strongest terms that no such intention existed, but that the man 
would certainly be released after the forms of a trial had been gone through and 
the case had been reported to Peking, 

We hope, and indeed think it quite possible, that such may be the result. At 
the same time, our knowledge of the Chinese character, and of the individual, 
forbids our attaching more credit to How^qua's uord than it is worth. In a case 
^.vhere human life is implicated, and where (should the catastrophe be such as our 
experience too strongly urges us to fear it may) a supine acquiescence on our 
part would be so justly censurable, since this man's case is, by report, connected 
with the English, we deem it our duty to enter a strong but temperate protest 
against the execution of any cruel or fatal sentence, in the terms of the address 
wnich is subjoined. In adopting this measure we do not involve ourselves in any 
way whatsoever with the affray at Cum-sing-moon. The individual in behalf of 
whom we interpose, is an innocent person, notoriously unconnected with that 
business, and his case derives its chief strength from that very disconnection. As 
soon as the address has been translated, we shall lose no time in delivering it to 
tiic Hong merchants for transmission. 

To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton. 

Sir, 

Wc, the President and Select Committee for t\e affairs of the English East 
India Company in China, have ascertained that a black man has, through the 
agency of one of the Hong merchants, been conveyed from Macao to Canton, and 
that he has been persuaded to declare himself to be the person who accidentally 
caused the death of the Chinese native, unfortunately killed at Cum-sing-moon. 

Under all the circumstances of the case, which are as well known to your 
Excellency as they are to ourselves, we feel convinced that your Excellency's far- 
famed justice and benevolence are the best security for tlie ultimate safety of this 
innocent person. As, however, the affair in which this poor man has been induced 
to involve himself is, by report, connected with English as well as many other 
foreign ships on the coast, while the individual himself is altogether alien to any 
participation in the alleged affray, we feel it only due to ourselves to protest, 
and do hereby protest in the most solemn manner, against any violence or injury 
being offered to him ; though we beg again to avow our conviction that your 
Excellency's high sense of justice will never permit the commission of an act of 
such atrocious cruelty. 

We have, &c. 

(Signed by the President for the Committee.) 
Canton, 24 January 1834. 

Our address to ihe Viceroy, above recorded, having been translated, we sum- 
moned the merchants in the evening, and delivered it to them for presentation. 
Howqua inquired as to its contents, when the President informed him of the 
impropriety of such an application, as he ought to have known from lung esta- 
blished usage that the merchants were only the medium of transmission, without 
being made acquainted with the contents of our letters ; upon which the address 
was received, with the understanding that it would be presented to the Viceroy 
to-morrow morning. 
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Extract Canton Factory Consultations, 25 January 1834. 

^K order to ascertain beyond a doubt whether any man is missing from any of 
thd Knglish ships in port, we cause the following public notice to be exhibited^ 
wmi Jt ^ho same time address a letter to the Governor of Macao, acquainting him 
wllli the circumstances of the case. 

This is to give notice, that a rumour being current among the Chinese of some 
mdu <>i' colour iiaving, by means of a bribe, been inveigled from Macao by the 
agents of the local government, with a view to his pleading to an alleged chaige 
of accidental homicide ; it is hereby requested that any person connected with tbe 
country shipping, as agent, commander, or otherwise, who may be a aware of a 
Lascar having been missing from his ship, will communicate the circumstances to 
the undersigned for the information of tne President and the Select Committee, 
the object being to ascertain if the person so deluded be a British subject or in 
British employ. 

Canton, British Factory,*) (signed) /. H. Astell^ Secretary. 

25 January 1834. / 

To his Excellency Ikt^nado Josi de Sauza Soares d' Andrea, 
Governor of Macao. 

Sir, 

Having been informed that some man of colour has, by means of a bribe, been 
inveigled from Macao by the agents of the Chinese Government, with a view to 
his pleading to an alleged charge of accidental homicide, we consider it right to 
communicate this intelligence without delay to your Excellency, in order that, 
should you see fit, a proper inquiry may be instituted. 

We have in the meanwhile taken the necessary steps to ascertain whether the 
person so deluded be a native of the Honourable Company's dominions in India, 
or otherwise a British subject^ or in British employ. 

We have, &c. 
Canton, 25 January 1 834. (Signed by the Committee.) 



Extract Canton Factory Consultations, the 28th January 1834. 

The following reply from the Viceroy to our address, recorded on the 24th 
instant, was this day received. 

Document from Governor Loo, dated and received January 28. 
LoOy Governor of Canton, &c. &c. to the senior Merchants. 

The English chief Davis and others have presented a statement, saying: 

" Wc have heard thai a black man, seduced by a Hong merchant, has been 
conveyed to Canton from Macao, on account of being unfortunately the murderer 
^\ ho caused the death of a native, at Cum-sing-moon, &c. We protest to prevent 
the said man being injured," &c. 

This coming before me, the Governor, I have, according to the tenor of the 
above, given the following public reply :— 

The Celestial Empire cherishes the tenderest regard for remote barbarians ; but 
in case of their committing crimes with natives reciprocally, it is incumbent that 
each party obey the fixed laws, and it is necessary that they appear before a Court 
to be fully examined, and dealt with according to the facts ; thus no perversion 
of the laws or connivance ensues. The said foreigner has, in obedience to the 
laws, voluntarily given himself up, and therein shown a trembimg regard to the 
royal statutes. Let there be no turning, and saying that he has been seduced by 
Fome one, that he may be injured, and so irregularly create suspicions. 

Moreover, the said chief and others have stated that tl; . att'air at Cum-sing-moon 
was not one which it concerned them to arrange. V^hy do they now abruptly 
present this petition, and themselves produce a divarication ? 
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It 18 hereby ordered, that the senior merchants communicate commauda to be 
tranquil, and listen, and not annoy. 

Beaides issuing d^e above proclamation, I hereby unite all the circumstances, 
and command the said merchants, in obedience hereto, to enjoin forthwith tfiese 
command^ to be obeyed according to the tenor thereof. Oppose not. 

Taon Kwang, ^ 

13th year, lath moon, 19th dayj 

In the foregoing document, not only the meaning, but the very words of our 
address are misrepresented, in a manner that would have excited our surprise, 
were we less accustomed to Chinese proceedings. The object is evidently to 
involve us, as well as the man in the city, with the Cum-sing*moon affair. We 
therefore consider it requisite to repeat, without loss of time, the tenor of our 
former address, and explain to the Viceroy that it is because the individual in 
question is not connected with the acts of the smugglers, and not because he is 
connected with them, that w** interfere. We take the occasion, at the same time, 
to reiterate our former protest, and request that he may be liberated. 



Extract Caktok Factory Consultations, the 29th January 1834. 

Having drawn up a letter to the above purport herewith recorded, we con- 
vened the merchants this day, and delivered it to them for presentation. 

To his Excellency the Viceroy of Canton, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

In reply to your Excellency *s paper received yesterday, we have to complain 
that the words of our preceding address are misrepresented in a manner quite 
unusual in public documents. Had we called the man in question a murderer, 
we should not have protested against his trial and punishment. On the contrary, 
we expressly called him an innocent man, and stated that he had been persuaded 
to declare himself to be the person who accidentally caused the death of the 
Chinese native, unfortunately killed at Cum-sing-moon. It was because he was 
not connected with that affray that we addressed your Excellency in his behalf^ 
and not because he was connected with it. 

We cannot consider the reply to our address as any assurance of this inno- 
cent man's safety ; and as it is in the name of the English that he is detained, we 
are called upon by our office again to protest against any injury being offered 
him. Should he be allowed to become an unhappy victim to his own folly, we 
hereby declare that, after this public declaration, we cannot be held responsible 
for any consequences. 

Further, vie have to repeat that the person who has been persuaded to come up 
from Macao, is not in any way connected with the affray at Cum-sing-moon ; that 
he has not, ** in obedience to the laws, surrendered himself;" but is, in violation of 
the laws, a "substitute for a pe»^jua accused of murder/' We accordingly request 
of your Excellency his immeuiate liberation. 

Canton, 39 January 1834* (Signed by the Committee.) 



Extract Canton Factory Consultations, 1st February 1834. 
Minute of Conference. 

While the President was preparing to embark in the boats, How(jua and 
Mowqua appeared to report that the last protest of the committee had been re- 
ceived, and that the contents had brought them, particularly Mowqua, into great 
danger and difficulty. They pretended that the reply of the Viceroy to our first 
protest was quite satisfactory, and had assured us of the man's life not beinp; 
sought, and that we were mistaken, not only in thinking that the second protest 
was called for, but likewise in believing that the man in custody was substituted 
for another person. They accordingly urged that the })rotest shouW be reccivod 
back. 

150. 04 Being 
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Being now ^one in the Committee at Canton, the President sent for the Secre* 
tary to be present on the occasion^ and then informed these merchants that they 
ought to know how impossible it was to receive bacic any mper the Committee 
had once sent, and particularly this protest, the object of which was to protect^ if 
possible, the man's life from dianger, and obtain his liberation* That inquiry had 
been made ; and we had been led, to the best of our belief, to consider that the 
man (whoever he was) could not possibly have been engaged in the affray at 
Cum-sing-moon. Howqua once ventured to hint that, if this were not the man 
himself, the President and Committee would become responsible for his delivery ; 
but he was warned to desist from such observations ; as, after what h9d long since 
passed, they were both absurd and offensive. Howqua and Mowqua then de- 
clared that they would both become personally responsible to the English that no 
injury was done to the man, and thereupon urged us to save them from the con- 
sequences of our last protest, by withdrawing it. The President replied to this by 
asking those merchants how they could guarantee this man's safety, after the 
notorious failure of similar assurances from them on former occasions, as in the 
case of the man delivered up by the Americans? A failure, which might be 
foreseen, as they were in no way a part of the local govertiment, but at the mercy 
of the most inconsiderable officer in it. He, at the same time, added, that he 
did not wish to expose them to unnecessary danger ; but what he looked for was, 
at least, a written public guarantee from the Viceroy himself, that the man should 
not only suffer no violence, but be set at liberty ; and whenever this was obtained, 
he should be happy to acknowledge that the Committee's expressed apprehensions 
for thi^.t person's safety had been erroneous ; but that, until this arrived, the Com- 
mittee's protest must stand. After many difficulties, one of the merchants worded 
on a bit of paper, in his own language, what should be done on the occasion ; and 
the President, in order to guard against any equivocation or garbling of his own 
meaning, akin to what was practised in the document received only a day or two 
since, wrote down, in English, his real proposition, by the side of the Chinese, 
and read it to the merchants, requesting Mr. Astell, the Secretary, to take a copy 
of it on the spot, as follows : ** If I receive the Viceroy's written assurance that 
the man shall not suffer injury, but be released after inquiry, I shall readily ac- 
knowledge that my fonner apprehensions were unnecessary, and withdraw my 
protest." The merchants then said they would show this memorandum to 
Mowqua's brother, and consult about it. The President repeating to them that, 
as he had (after such late experience of its necessity) taken the precaution to 
explain to them and write down his real intention in English, as witnessed and 
copied by the Secretary, he should, in case of mistakes, admit of no interpreta- 
tion of his proposition but that : and it must be appealed to if required. It is 
evidently the anxious desire of the Chinese to avoid our protest by every means 
in their power. 



Extract Cantox Factory Consultations, 8 February 1834. 

The following letter from the Viceroy arrived this morning. It certainly ensures 
the safety ot* the man in custody, and is so far highly satisfactory ; but his liberation 
besides, demanded by us, is not touched upon. In our reply it will be politic to 
take it for granted that he cannot be detained, and repeat our request for his im- 
mediate liberation. 

Loo, Governor of Canton, &c. &c., hereby issues his commands to the Hong 

Merchants. 

On the 20lh day of the present moon (January 29), the English chief Davis 
and others again presented a statement concerning the foreigner who has delivered 
himself up to the public courts. They have again made a declaration. Beside 
issuing a public reply to their statement (it is here remarked) that the circum- 
stances and phraseology of their documents are exceedingly inexplicable. How 
could an innocent man be willing to be persuaded by others to confess himself 
guilty ? Further, there is this expression, ** Because of his own folly, — and unhap- 
pily lose his life.** The affair emanated from no intention of the heart, and 
assuredly will not lead to the forfeiture of life. To ascertain whether or not the 
said chief and others entertain doubts and fears, which have led to their presenting 

this 
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this ttateiMiit» tn order is hereby iitoed ; as toon at the order reacbet the Hong 
mercbantSt let them forthwith immediately eDJoia it od the said chief and othei«» 
that tbey^ in obedience thereto* may present a reply. Oppose not. A special 
order. 



ExTEACT Canton Factort Consultations, 11 February 1834. 

The following letter to the Viceroy, in answer to that before recorded, is 
approved, and forwarded this day to C^ton. 

His Excellency the Viceroy, &c. 
Sir, 
The declaration contained in your Excellency's last reply, that the man in 
whose behalf we protested, will assuredly not lose his life, has given us great 
satisfaction, and we are happy to find that our apprehensions lest be should be put 
to death were mistaken. It now only remains for us to request that your Excel- 
lency will issue your commands for his liberation, in order that the doubts and 
fears of foreigners at Canton may be finally set at rest concerning him. 

We have, &c. 
Macao, 11th February 1834. (Signed by the Committee.) 



Extract Canton Factory Consultations, 20 February 1834. 

The Sylph and Red Rover being about to sail for Calcutta, we direct our 
secretary to place the Bengal Government in possession of everything that has 
occurred relating to the affray at Cum-sing-moon since the date of our last com- 
munication on that subject. We likewise direct that copies of every document 
relative to the detention of the person in the city of Canton may be forwarded at 
the same time, as referred to in the following letter. 

G, A. Bushby, Esq. Secretary to Government, Fort William. 

Sir, 

I had the honour to address you, on the 1st of last November, on the subject of 
the affray at Cum-sing-moon, which took place in the preceding month ; I am now 
directed by the President and Select Committee to place you in possession of such 
further proceedings as have since occurred, with the view of affording His Excel- 
lency the Right honourable the Governor-general every information on a subject 
of such importance to the interests of British commerce at the port of Canton. 

2, Had the facts, as th'^^v stood at the date of my last despatch, remained 
unaltered, it is more than probable that no further discussion would have taken 
place with the Chinese Government ; but unfortunately, only a few days subsequent 
to the sailing o\ the vessel by which my letter was forwarded, the President and 
Select Committee were officially acquainted that the Chinese said to have been 
wounded in the affray had expired ; this announcement was accompanied by formal 
demands from the local authorities, and afterwards from the Viceroy, for the 
delivery of the " murderer," to appease the offended laws of the empire. These 
edicts were accordingly met by a consistent and firm opposition on the part of the 
President and Select Committee, to a requisition which implied a respon*^ibility on 
their part for disorders which have grown up under the connivance of the Chinese 
Government, 

3* A constant repetition of similar edicts proving altogether ineffectual, and 
the Hong merchants being well assured that the President and Select Committee 
were fixed in their resolution of disclaiming all responsibility for acts committed 
by the owners of the opium ships outside the port, recourse was had to other 
experiments, and attempts were made at expedients, to which it was beneath the 
Committee to lend themselves 5 and thus for a time the matter almost sunk into 
oblivion. 

4. Towards the end of last month, a rumour became current in Canton, of so 
extraordinary a nature, that the President and Select Committee were unwilling 
to believe, and still more to act upon it, unless corroborated by some credible 

156. H testimony 
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testimoriy. Il appealed that the mandario, brother of MoaFqua, one of die Hoog 
merchants, had been sent from Canton, with the view of devising 90wid atiode of 
obtaining possession, if possible, of the individual who killed the' Chinese at Com- 
sing-moon ; he returned once without success, upon which he was told that unlets 
he could contrive to succeed in some maqner in his mission^ he would be degraded 
in rank. 

5. It appeared, by the result of his second visit to Macao, that Mowqua pro- 
cured, by the aid of a considerable sum of money, the person of a Malay, or other 
man of colour, either from the town of Macao or from a Junk or ship in the 
neighbourhood, who was persuaded to assume the character of brother to tha per- 
son killed in the affray on the side of the crew of the opium shiua. Rushii^ 
forward (it was pretended) to save his relative, a musket which he held went off 
by accident, and caused the death of the Chinese. He was told to state that his 
contrition had induced him voluntarily to deliver himself up. 

6. As the above rumour gained strength, the President sent for the senior Hong 
merchant, and ascertained by his confession that the man was actually in custody 
in the city, adding at the same time, in the strongest terms, that no injury was 
intended to be done to him, but that he would certainly be released after the cus- 
tomary forms. 

7. Long experience and knowledge of the Chinese character forbade much 
credit being attached to the word of a Hong merchant on such an occasion | but 
hoping, and even thinking it possible that, in this instance, his assertion might be 
verified, the President and Select Committee could not but feel considerable un- 
easiness under the knowledge that an individual, notoriously an innocent man, 
and utterly disconnected with the affray at Cum-sing-moon, but representing a 
British subject, was confined in the city, and involved in a case wherein his life 
was implicated. 

8. It is unnecessary for me further to narrate the circumstaaces of the case, 
save to observe that a public assurance was at length extorted from die Viceroy as 
to the safety of the man's life. The Pre^dent and Select Committee are anxious 
that his Excellency the Right honourable the Governor-general should be made 
acquainted with every particular, and with this view have directed me to transmit 
to you all the documents which have transpired on the occasion referred to ; they 
are numbered 1 to 7. 

I have, &c. 

Macao, 20th Febiuary 1834. (signed) J. //. Asiell^ Secretary. 



Extract C/nton Factorf Consultations, 22 February 1834. 

Received this day the following reply to our last address to the Viceroy. 
From Governor Loo, concerning the homicidal substitute ; dated February 19th, 
1834, received 2 2d, 

Loo, Guardian of the Heir Apparent, Dignitary of the Headmost Rank, Governor^ 
&€. to the Senior Merchants. 

The English chief, Davis, and others have presented a reply to an order of mine 
making inquiries about the foreigner who had delivered himself up on account of 
the affair at the Kee-ow village. On examining the phraseology of the reply, this 
expression occurs, '* Gives great satisfaction; it is earnestly requested that an order 
of liberation may be issued, ' &c. 

Besides issuing a public answer to the statement received, declaring that on a 
full view of the case, it should be known that, according to the laws of the Celestial 
Empire, it is right to wait after the opening of a warrant till deputed officers try 
the case, and consult clearly, and report to superiors the facts, after which they 
receive orders obediently and tranquilly to wait for final decision to be acted on j 
this is the way. 

Let the said senior merchants forthwith enjoin these orders for the information 
of the parties concerned. 

Besides 
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Bmdm im abofe poblic procbuDation, let an order be iisued to the itkl Hong 
diercheiiti to enjoin forthwith the order, eonformably to the poblic proclamition, on 
the said chief for their obedience thereto. Oppoie not 



(TVue Copitft.) 
^mIS^ST'} JAMES C. MELVILL. 
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